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Jesus said, ‘I will be with you always, to the end 
of time’ - Matthew 28                             :20 

Our prayers remain with each and every family 
who has experienced the death of a loved one. 

Nancy Berg 5th December 2026 

Ronald Strachan 9th December 2025 

Margaret Sinclair  19th December 2026 

Graham Hunter 25th December 2026 

Jean Burton  5th January 2026 

Jean Low  8th January 2026 

Ronald McHardy 11th January 2026 

Linda Wilkinson January 2026 

John Masson 18th January 2026 

Donald Mackenzie 13th January 2026 

Peter Olley 8th February 2026 

Charles Mutch 14th February 2026 

Hazel Bowie 4th March 2026 

PARISH REGISTER 

CULTS  MONDAY  LUNCH CLUB 
Come for lunch and a chat. Make 

some new friends, everyone very 

welcome to this friendly group. 

We meet on Mondays at 12.00 at 

Cults Kirk Centre. The cost is £5 for 

a two-course lunch and a cup of 

tea/coffee. 

Contact Jacky, tel 01224 861736 

for more information. 

Booking necessary 
 

Wedding 

Margaret Jane and Mario Bovero 
Cults Parish Church 17th February 2026 

JOINING THE CHURCH 

If anyone who either comes to church or worships 

on-line is interested in joining the Church, please 

contact Rev Shuna Dicks:-

sdicks@churchofscotland.org.uk 

COMMUNION 
Come and share the Lord’s Supper Sunday 19th April at 10:30 

All Welcome 

DONATE TO CULTS PARISH CHURCH BY 
STANDING ORDER 

Account Name: Cults Parish Church 
Sort Code: 82-61-32 

Account Number: 70023063 

Standing Orders can be set up and 
changed by logging in to your on-line 
banking app or asking at your bank. 

UK taxpayers can boost their 
donations by 25p for every £1 donated 

by completing a Gift Aid Declaration 
Form (available from the office). 
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In that prayer we glimpse the astonishing depth of God’s mercy - a mercy that does not wait for perfection 
but reaches toward us even in our confusion and failure. 

Holy Week invites us to slow down and accompany Jesus through these final days: from the joy of palms 
waved in welcome, to the intimacy of the Last Supper, to the sorrow of the cross. We are reminded that God 
does not stand far away from suffering but enters fully into the human story. 

Yet the story does not end at the tomb. On Easter morning, Luke tells of the women who come in grief, only 
to hear the astonishing question from the angels: “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here but has risen.” (Luke 24:5–6). In those words, the whole Christian hope is proclaimed. Death does not 
have the final word. Love is stronger than fear. God is always at work bringing life out of what seems lost. 

Easter assures us that resurrection is not only something that happened long ago, it is a promise for the world 
today and for each of us personally. Wherever despair seems strong, wherever relationships are broken, 
wherever the future feels uncertain, the risen Christ speaks peace and invites us into new life. 

As we journey through Holy Week together, may we find ourselves drawn more deeply into this story — a 
story of forgiveness, courage, and resurrection hope. And may the joy of Easter renew our hearts and our 
community as we continue to share Christ’s love in the world. 

With every blessing for a holy and joyful Easter, 

Yours in love, 

Message from our minister,  
Rev Shuna Dicks……….. 
Dear Friends, 

As we approach Holy Week and Easter, the Church once again walks 
the familiar yet ever-new path at the heart of our faith. The story we 
remember in these days is not simply an ancient account of suffering 
and triumph. It is the living story of God’s love meeting the deepest 
realities of human life — betrayal, injustice, grief, hope, and new 
beginnings. 

Luke’s Gospel tells this story with particular tenderness and 
compassion. Even in the darkest moment of the crucifixion, Luke 
records Jesus praying for those who harm him: “Father, forgive them; 
for they do not know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34). 

 

Shuna 
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Brian Smith Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Family Business Since 1992 

24-hour Telephone Service 
Directors: Brian, Angela, Shauni, & Sam Smith 

Funeral Home 

317 N Deeside Road, Peterculter (01224 732530) 

HELP FOR THOSE STRUGGLING 

We know that many people will be finding life 
financially difficult at the moment. If you know 
of anyone who is struggling, please let them 
know that we can help. We have contact details 
for agencies and groups that may be able to 
help.  

 

KNIT AND NATTER 

The world could not manage without groups like Knit 
and Natter! As well as knitting, we put the world and its 
troubles to rights. Who does not need a woolly hat to 
keep warm in winter? Apparently, we lose 30% our 
body heat through our heads in cold weather. And it is 
so with the seamen who visit Aberdeen. We delivered 
19 hats to the Port Chaplain at the end of January this 
year. When asked if he really needed hats, his reply was 
“Yes please” as he had given out 100 hats to seamen 
that week alone. 
We meet every other Monday afternoon at 2pm. in 
Scolty. We would be delighted to see you and we will 
always have a cup of tea – we do not stretch to coffee - 
and a biscuit for you. 

 

 
Cults 050 Group 

 

A warm welcome awaits all over 50s every Wednesday in Cults Kirk Centre. There is a speaker, tea and 

coffee and lots of chat. We have various activities like a Bridge and Scrabble Group, a Book Group, Rambling 

Group, and even a Theatre Group.. 

18th March ‘AGM’ 
25th March ‘It is better to ‘Gift’ than to ‘Receive’ (an IHT bill)’ – Laura Pike 
1st  April ‘Capturing Romania: my love affair with the Country’ - Ian McIlwain 
8th  April ‘Forget me Not’ – Emily Clark 
15th April ‘Newton Dee : an update and Plans for the Future’ - Alan Brown 
22nd April ‘Anglo-US  ‘Special Relationship’’– Professor Jim Wyllie 
29th  April ‘Nature Returns. Wildlife Recovery in Chernobyl’ – Angie Miller 

If you would like to join us or find out anymore, please contact Janette Glass on 07801 938883 or Marta 
Moody on 01224 867628 or just ‘Turn up’ on a Wednesday at 1.00pm. 

Bridge & Board Games are enjoyed every Tuesday from 10-12, Rummikub, Upwords & Scrabble being the 
most popular. New members & guests will always be made most welcome. 

For more information contact:- Lizzie Thomas  01224 869413 

THE HUB CAFÉ  

The Hub Café can now cater for 

Private Functions or Afternoon 

Teas which can be delivered to your 

home. 

Speak to Susan in the café or  

email:- 

hubcafe@cultsparishchurch.co.uk 

 

 

BADMINTON 

We meet on Monday evenings in the Main Hall at 
Quarry Road from 7.15 to 9.15p.m. A friendly group of 
mixed ages who all enjoy a good game. 
If you are interested in coming along, you will be 
welcome. 
John Troup, Tel 01224 732701  Mob 07980 894630 
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Let us help, guide, and support you 

through a difficult time. 

THE HUB CAFÉ IS OPEN TO EVERYONE, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 

FROM 10AM to 2PM FOR SNACKS, SCONES AND LIGHT LUNCHES.  

TO VOLUNTEER, SPEAK TO SUSAN OR email:- hubcafe@cultsparishchurch.co.uk. 

SOLVEIG DAHLE SMITH 
Cert. Pilates Inst. MAPPI 
Retired Physiotherapist 

CULTS KIRK CENTRE 
Tuesday morning & evening 

Friday morning 

Contact details:- 
solveig@pilatesaberdeen.com 

www.pilatesaberdeen.com 

01224 861421 
Available 24 Hours 

 
Pre Paid Funeral 
Plans Available 

MCKAY & INNES 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

154 North Deeside Road Peterculter: Tel 01224 730233 
Contact us at: mckayandinnes@outlook.com 
Cameron McKay & Callum Innes 

                     THE PRAYER CIRCLE                      

The prayer team has been faithfully praying for prayer requests, for our world, for our community and our 
Church over several years. We are a small group of Church members who meet on the last Wednesday of the 
month at 2.30pm. It has come to our attention that there are members for whom this time and day is not 
convenient, therefore we would like to invite anyone who would like to be part of a prayer circle to pray with 
us at home and at a suitable time. We would circulate prayer requests by e-mail with the condition that 
confidentiality is maintained. Only Christian names are used and the subject for prayer must have consented to 
this. It is both a privilege and a blessing to intercede for others.  
If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Circle, please contact, Kate Kindness or Mary Troup. 
Our latest initiative has been to produce two prayer cards, one for Elders to give out when visiting and the other 
for anyone who would like to have a modern version of the Lord’s Prayer. Coming soon so check out the Prayer 
table in the Sanctuary or the Kirk Centre.  

‘’Prayer does not equip us for greater works, prayer is the greater work”.  Oswald Chambers. 

ASYLUM SEEKERS – MALE CLOTHING STILL REQUIRED 

Thank you to all who continue to support AARC (Asylum and Refugee Care) by donations of men’s clothing still 
in good condition.  The need does not diminish and there are expectations that numbers placed in Aberdeen 
will increase over the next year. The regular (often weekly) donations from our Church community are 
appreciated.   
A reminder that AARC and similar charities exist to support and advocate for asylum seekers in practical ways 
including supply of clothing and personal hygiene products, assistance in communicating with relatives left 
behind, assistance with navigating bureaucracy (in a foreign language), access to recreation and socialising.   
It is under-reported, but all should be aware that there is a minority, hostile, element in our city who engage in 
regular, intimidating, protests outside some of the accommodation locations.  This is disruptive to the local law-
abiding majority community, a drain on law enforcement resources, and has a devastating effect on the asylum 
seekers themselves. 
Appeal:  
Adult male clothes and footwear in good condition as well as new underwear and socks (in original packaging).  
Outdoor wear is particularly welcome as is sportswear.  All sizes but there is always a shortage of smaller sizes.   
Prospective donors may consider purchasing from charity shops. In addition, holdalls are also welcome because 
otherwise the guys only have carrier bags for their possessions when they are relocated. 
From time to time, there are specific requests for the needs of a limited number of women and children.  The 
charity does not have the capacity to accept donations for these categories, but I can make enquiries on behalf 
of prospective donors. 
Contact Bill Falconer to arrange drop off / collection or enquire at the church office (Kirk Centre) on weekday 

mornings.  

mailto:solveig@pilatesaberdeen.com
http://www.pilatesaberdeen.com/
mailto:mckayandinnes@outlook.com


6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MUSIC TO REMEMBER 

We have three more ‘Music To Remember’ sessions before the summer break. 

We’ll be meeting on: 

Tuesday 14th  April 2026 

Tuesday 12th May 2026 

Tuesday 9th June 2026 

The sessions rune from 2pm-3.30pm in Lochnagar at the Kirk Centre and we sing well known songs, have 

a cup of tea and chat together. The group is for people with dementia, those who support them and anyone 

else who enjoys singing and would like some company.  

For more information contact Brenda Lurie 01224 868850 

 

CULTS GUILD NEWS 

The Guild had a very enjoyable start on Tuesday 3rd March when Rev Shuna Dicks gave us insight 
into her role as Moderator of the North East and Northern Isles. We are looking forward to the 
rest of our syllabus and extend a warm invite to anyone who wishes to join us for any of the 
meetings. 

Dates for your Diary 

Tuesday  17th  March ‘Street Pastors’ – Keith Simpson 
Saturday  21st  March GUILD COFFEE MORNING 
Tuesday  7th April ‘Exploring Sri Lanka’ – Dr Ann Robertson 
Tuesday 21st April ‘AGM and Guild Update with lighthearted fun’ 
Tuesday 5th   May ‘Cross Reach Playful Beginnings’ – Stuart McAra 
Tuesday 2nd  June ‘Summer Outing to Drum Garden Centre’  

Meetings are at 2pm in Lochnagar at the Kirk Centre. Everyone is very welcome to attend any or all of the 
above meetings. Further information from Evelyn Sangster 01224 868038. 

          Fiona Dey 
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All types, costs and sizes of projects undertaken. 

All commissions treated with friendly competency. 

All you have to do is call. 

01224 313080 

CHRISTIAN AID 
I am starting with a big “thank-you” to everyone who helped us to donate £4,511.24 to Christian Aid in 2025. 

You will find details of how this sum was achieved on the board in the church hall. There you will also find 

the poster about Christian Aid Week this year – delivery only!  Also on the board, you will see a card from 

the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, Rev Rosie Frew, who is a long term and current supporter of 

Christian Aid. So, if you help, you will be in good company! After Christian Aid week, we will have our 

Strawberry Tea on the 4th July. Your help or attendance on these occasions would be very welcome. 

CULTS KIRK BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

The Bible Study Group are currently on Lesson 8 of a 26-lesson study of Lukes Gospel, which we will probably 

complete after the summer. This comes as a return to the New Testament after a series of studies of Old 

Testament characters which we completed at the end of last year. Luke’s gospel sits as an interesting contrast 

to the story of Jesus as presented in Mark’s Gospel, which we studied in early 2025 and is still relatively fresh 

in our minds. 

Our Bible Study Group meets every Thursday morning at the Kirk Centre. We meet on the balcony at 10am 

for coffee and fellowship followed by Bible Study from 10:30-11:30 in Scolty. 

We will be having a short break over Easter and so will not be meeting on the 26th of March or the 2nd of 

April, starting again on the 9th. 

We have around 18 regular attendees with quite a range of backgrounds and points of view, which can lead 

to some interesting and enlightening discussions. New members are always very welcome. 

For further information, please contact Alan Johnson on 07775762027 

CULTS PARISH CHURCH ECOLOGY GROUP 

Have you ever wondered what there is to talk about Eco matters in a Church context? God’s work 
encompasses everything big and small, but God also encourages and guides you and me to take charge of 
our lives and the world about us. 

Cults Parish Church Eco Group have a large range of expertise that includes environment & bio-diversity, 
physics & its application to all matters physical, energy in the form of renewables & conventional oil and gas, 
transport & domestic heating, and waste & recycling. 

Come along if you want to discuss any of these issues, can’t decide if you need a heat pump or gas boiler, a 
diesel powered car, or a battery electric vehicle, can’t decide what to recycle or how to do it, want to change 
your garden layout to encourage biodiversity, or find environmental matters confusing and want to increase 
your knowledge of the modern world about us. 

We meet monthly in Cults Parish Church Outreach Centre. If you would like to be more involved in these 21st 
Century issues contact either Philip Bell or Andrew Fairhead after the Sunday church service over a cup of 
tea. 
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