PARISH REGISTER
Jesus said, ‘I will be with you always, to the end
of time’ - Matthew 28:20

NEW MEMBER
Howard Smith

Our prayers remain with each and every family
who has experienced the death of a loved one.

BAPTISMS
Diane Taylor
Tristan Taylor
Phoebe Taylor

Forbes Young
17th December 2021
Sandie Youngson
8th January 2022
Jessie Mowatt
9th January 2022
Janet Hunter
17th January 2022
Jean Rennie
31st January 2022
John Tait
26th February 2022
Margaret Leiper
21st March
2022
Shuna & Angie also conducted a funeral at
Mannofield.

27th March 2022
27th March 2022
27th March 2022

WEDDING
Shuna conducted a wedding on behalf
of Rev Jonny Clipston of Newhills

JUNIOR CHURCH & FRIDAY CAFÉ
HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS

COMMUNION

JAM won’t be running on the 3rd or 10th April but will
be back on Easter Sunday, 17th April.
Friday Café won’t run on the 1st & 8th April but will be
back on the 15th.
Carol is still looking for more adult helpers, especially
for Friday café.

Come and share the
Lord’s Supper
Sunday 24th April at 10:30

All Welcome

SUNDAY FLOWERS
Do you enjoy seeing the flowers in church on Sunday? Do they add to the joy and peace of worship? After the service, the
flowers are delivered to whomsoever Shuna chooses in the community. They are always received with pleasure and
delight.
If you would like to be a part of the rota for flowers, please get in touch with Maureen on 01224 861377 You can either
arrange the flowers yourself or you can make a donation and someone else can arrange them for you.

MONDAY LUNCH CLUB
Up to twenty senior citizens meet in the Cults Kirk Centre on a Monday mainly during term time to share a meal.
The food is from the School Meals Service and is served by volunteers. As you can imagine the members of this
club greatly appreciate this service.
Unfortunately, some are unable to get themselves to the Hub and rely on volunteer drivers. If you could spare
even one Monday a month and have a reasonably big car to accommodate e.g., a walking frame, please contact
Jacky Hatchwell by email – jackyhatchwell@hotmail.com
Time for a clear-out!
TOOLS FOR SELF RELIANCE is a charity which supports workers
in some of the world's poorest countries by providing refurbished
tools and sewing machines. The scheme is operated locally by
Camphill school where the tools are refurbished.
Everything is welcomed, garden spades, forks, rakes, hoes, sickles, scythes, shears, and countless other
tools such as carving chisels etc so if you would like to have a bit more space in your garage or tool-sheds
contact Peter Michie on 07719700681 and he will collect.
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Message from our minister,
Rev Shuna Dicks………..

Dear Friends,
At the time of writing at least, it looks as if many of the restrictions we have been living with will have been
removed by the time you read this. Certainly, the Sanctuary is back to the way it was before lockdown
began two years ago. We no longer have to take names and contact details of those attending and we
expect that shortly face coverings will no longer be mandatory. We appreciate that for some the removal
of the need for face coverings will be good news and it may have been the last stumbling block to your
returning to worship on site. But we also appreciate that sharing space with people not wearing face
coverings may cause concern. To help both sets of people we will designate an area of the Sanctuary
where we would ask people to wear a face covering. This will be towards the rear of the church on the
left-hand side as you come in the main entrance. If you do not want to wear a face covering or are happy
to sit with people not wearing face coverings whilst wearing one yourself, you are free to sit anywhere
else.
A return to near normal is in many ways a blessed relief. It makes the planning and organisation of
activities much easier. We have remained a busy and active church because of the work of many people
behind the scenes who have ensured for the last two years we have followed all the government and
church guidelines. I want to put on record my gratitude to them. You have kept us safe. Thank you!
Easter is approaching, a time of resurrection, of new life. And it very much feels like that is where we are
here in our corner of the world. But at the same time, we are conscious of places in our world where war
is causing chaos and death. We might wonder where God is in all of this. Where is the hope that we were
promised? When facing this question, I am reminded of the words of Psalm 139.
Your friend and minister
Shuna
SHORT MAT BOWLING

Thursdays at 2pm
Main Hall, Quarry Road
All welcome
Contact: Doreen Gordon
01224 869491

All types, costs and sizes of projects undertaken
All commissions treated with friendly competency
All you have to do is call

01224 313080
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1b Ruthrie Terrace
Aberdeen AB10 7JY

TRAIDCRAFT NEWS

TRAIDCRAFT EXCHANGE

Thank you to everyone who attended the “Big
Brew Coffee Morning” on the 26th of February.
Who’d have thought that in addition to the
£400 we sent Traidcraft Exchange at
Christmas that we would be able to send
another £400 due to generous donations at
the coffee morning? This money will help
producers in developing countries to continue
to supply us with high quality tea and coffee
and other goods whilst combating the
difficulties caused by climate change.
The honesty shelves in the Hub continue to do
well so please continue to patronize them.
Spring catalogues are available at the shelves
and products can be ordered through the
church using the information on the label on
the front of the catalogue.

Traidcraft Exchange is the charity arm of
Traidcraft which aims to help producers in
developing countries.
Some years ago, they ran a project to help
smallholders increase the yield they obtain from
their land. Much of the farming in the world
takes place on smallholdings not on large farms.
One of these projects was in Khamatayan in
Bangladesh and was joined by Joshna Begum.
She and her husband only had a third of an acre
of land, but they were so successful at
improving the yield that Joshna was made
President of the local Farmers Group. Their
main problem was transporting their vegetables
to market which involved a five-hour trek across
marshland which frequently flooded. Joshna
rallied the whole community and now they
have built their own road and have a journey
that takes only ten minutes.
£400 was sent at Christmas to Traidcraft
Exchange’s Hope in Dark Times appeal to help
farmers like Joshna and her husband.

Ann Robertson

Donations from the Big Brew including our £400
went to support farmers battling the problems
of climate change. Ali Said Katunde has watched
the weather changing in his Tanzanian village
for decades. The main problems in the village
are lack of food which can happen during
drought or flooding and the low incomes that
the farmers manage to generate.
When asked what he would most like from
supporters Ali said that an appreciation of the
impact of climate change was top of the list. He
feels that they need an irrigation scheme so
they can farm for at least four months of the
year. Access to new technologies and skills
would allow him and others on the front line of
climate change to endure its worst impacts and
thrive despite them.

Brian Smith Funeral Services Ltd
Private Family Business Since 1992
24-hour Telephone Service
Directors: Brian, Angela, Shauni, & Sam Smith
Funeral Home
317 N Deeside Road, Peterculter (01224 732530)
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FOREST CHURCH
On Palm Sunday, the West Churches parish grouping, will be holding an event called Forest Church at
Countesswells. Forest church is simply a group of people meeting outside and connecting with nature in
their worship of God. Forest church isn’t just normal church meeting outside; rather it attempts to
demonstrate, through nature, the majesty of God’s creation and how if, for example, God cares enough to
make every blade of grass slightly different from each other, how much more must he care for us. In many
places in the Gospels, we hear how Jesus, when making a point about God and his kingdom, drew on the
natural world, for example, how faith smaller than a mustard seed can move mountains.
We will be holding Forest Church at Countesswells, which is a new area of community and housing in our
parish grouping. As such, there is a need to reach out into the community in mission. Forest Church has been
shown to be an effective way of introducing people, especially young families, not acquainted with church,
into learning the gospel message in a non-threatening and enjoyable way.
We will be taking part in a pilgrimage, starting from Countesswells, and ending at Hazlehead Park. There will
be a range of family friendly activities along the way, and thanks to John Troup’s family, there will even be
real donkeys to lead the way.
Whilst we want to encourage church members to support the event, it is important to be aware that this is
an outreach to the Countesswells area residents, so we want to be careful not to outnumber residents at the
event. However, you can help in a very practical way through your prayers for each person taking part and
for those leading the event.
In the next magazine, I will tell of how the event went.
Angie

CULTS O50 GROUP
We meet every Wednesday in Cults Kirk Centre. Doors open at 1pm and we have a speaker and tea/coffee
from 1.30 to 3.00. Please note this is a change in the meeting time.
We will be delighted to welcome new members and also guests – if over 50!
With Covid restrictions easing we have had two outings already this year and plan a visit to Castleton Fruit
Farm on 26th May.
The following are the talks planned for April and May

6th
13th
20th
27th

April
April
April
April

APRIL 2022
‘The Stonehaven Men’s Shed’
‘The Vine Trust in Tanzania’
‘The Trans Siberian – A Medical Experience’
‘The Drover’s Tale’

4th
11th
18th
25th

May
May
May
May

MAY 2022
‘Community Council Activities’
‘The River Dee Trust’
‘Japan in Cherry Blossom Time’
TBA

Douglas Knox
Malcolm Webb
Dr Peter Fogiel
Fred Gordon

Ghus Glass & Chris Taylor
Jane Lilley
Celia Walker
Margaret Wood
Libby Brand

01224 310685
01224 867717

Bridge & Board Games are enjoyed every Tuesday from 10-12, Rummikub, Upwords & Scrabble being the most
popular. New members & guests will always be made most welcome.
Lizzie Thomas
01224 869413
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THE HUB CAFÉ IS OPEN TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY FROM 10AM to 2PM FOR
SNACKS, SCONES AND LIGHT LUNCHES. TO VOLUNTEER, SPEAK TO JUNE (07503 867682).

CULTS GUILD
Following the successful restart of Guild activities in March we held two diverse meetings in
Lochnagar attended by a good number of members both established and new and even a few
men hiding in the back row!
This month we follow the same pattern with two very diverse talks.
First on 5th April we welcome Colin Johnston who will give an illustrated talk on a topic very relevant at this
time, ‘Artists of the Great War’, who had to convey to those at home the scenes and emotions of the Great
War. This is in stark contrast to today when the horrors of conflict are brought to our television screens
instantaneously.
For the second meeting of the month, on Tuesday 19th, we welcome Angie Mutch who will be telling us of
her journey to training for the Diaconal Ministry of the Church of Scotland. As usual we look forward to
welcoming members, friends and even men to our meetings.
5th April
19th April

Colin Johnston
Angie Mutch

‘They told no lies : Artists of the Great War’
‘My career and training for the Diaconal Ministry’

Meetings start at 2pm in Cults Kirk Centre (Lochnagar).
CHURCH BADMINTON CLUB
The Church badminton club restarted last
August and has been meeting on Monday
evenings in the main hall from 7.15pm. It is
planned to keep meeting till at least the end
of April and if you are interested in joining
us, you will be most welcome. Contact John
Troup -01224 732701.

KNIT AND NATTER
Meet every other Monday afternoon in Scolty in
the Kirk Centre, 2–4pm. Bring along your knitting,
sewing, embroidery, crochet, or any other craft
work and join us. We enjoy a cup of tea and a
biscuit and amongst all the endeavours, put the
world to rights!
The dates from now onwards are April 4th and 18th,
May 16th and 30th and June 13th and 27th.

CHRISTIAN AID - 2022
Christian Aid Week is from the 15th May this year. As part of our local continuing support for Christian Aid, we are
hoping to try a new initiative in a “delivery only” envelope. Would you consider helping out with such an idea. If so,
please get in touch with Maureen on 861377

MOT’s £20
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Worship at Home
Here are some bits and pieces to help those who cannot access our livestream or attend church at present. They
may also be helpful for anyone who would like some things to think about in addition to our onsite and online
offering.
Readings for the coming weeks:
Easter Sunday:
John 20:1-18
Sunday 24th April:
John 20:19-31
Sunday 1st May:
John 21:1-19
Sunday 8th May:
John 10:22-30
Sunday 15th May:
John 13:31-35
Sunday 22nd May:
John 14:23-29
Sunday 29th May:
John 17:20-26
Sunday 6th June:
Acts 2:1-21
Gathering Words:
In the comfort of home
I/we set aside this time
For you God.
To read your Word,
To listen for your prompting,
To worship and give thanks.
Lord, this time is for you.
Closing Words:
Thank you, God,
For this time,
For your presence,
For your love.
As the days unfold
I/we seek your blessing
Each and every day.
Amen
Reflective Prayer
Prepare us, God of love,
that we might keep your Word,
letting it flourish, rooted in our souls,
expressed in our actions,
and invite you to make a home
in our lives today and tomorrow.
God of peace, always present,
within the decisions
that face us day by day,
may you guide and direct us
that we might choose wisely your
Way and beat witness to the

love of Christ.
In all things.
God of promise,
when our souls quake
and our weary hearts ache,
may your Spirit hold us tightly,
may your presence affirm our
trust,
and may your hope breathe new
life.
And on dark days.
God of graceful wonder,
may the light of your presence
shine upon us and all your
creation,
removing fear and anxiety,
trouble, and doubt.

even when we face difficulties
We thank you for the Holy Spirit,
she who is a part of you,
and who keeps us right,
keeps us encouraged,
and reminds us of your love.
May we face the world
knowing you are with us,
that we are loved,
that your peace resides in us,
and do so trusting your promise.
Amen.
This to think about:
Easter Sunday:
What would give you joy this
week?
Sunday 24th April:
Do you have doubts? Why not
share them with a trusted person.

Thank you.
So be it.
Amen.
Everyday Prayer:
Dear God,
we are always learning,
we are always finding out new
things,
and that can be exciting,
it can be a little scary,
and often surprising.
We thank you that you gave us
minds
that allow us to think,
to ask questions,
to ponder why things are the way
they are.
We thank you, too, that you gave
us souls
that connect us to each other
and to you,
and through which we know
what it is to belong,
to be loved,
and to be one with you.
We thank you for Jesus’ words
and for his teaching,
for challenging us,
and for bringing us good news
and a sense of peace
.
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Sunday 1st May:
If you could invite someone to
share a meal with you, who would
you invite and why?
Sunday 8th May:
Take time to listen to God’s voice
this week. Where is God leading
you?
Sunday 15th May:
Take time to pray for the people
and situations in your
community this week.
Sunday 22nd May:
Take time this week to make
space for peace in your day.
Take time to pray, dwell in God’s
Word and soak up nature.
Sunday 29th May:
Ask yourself...What does “unity”
look like in the world today?
Sunday 6th June:
Today is the birthday of the
church. Can you remember a
special birthday you particularly
enjoyed? Why was that?
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