
Dear friends,
I do hope this finds you well. Covid case numbers in our area appear to have stabilised
and I sense a growing confidence among people to be out and about. Certainly
numbers coming to church in person on a Sunday morning have been increasing
week by week and the Hub cafe is proving to be a popular gathering place. I do
appreciate that for a number of very good reasons not everyone is feeling as confident
and so it is important that we understand and be patient with each other.
Patience and understanding may become the words for 2022. You may be aware that
Presbytery is having to revisit the Presbytery Plan which was agreed in 2020. This is
because following last year's General Assembly each presbytery was instructed to
bring forward a Presbytery Mission Plan. These plans must show how presbyteries are
going to function with a reduced number of ministers and other staff. This work is
currently being done and we expect a draft plan to be ready in May with a final plan to
be brought for the approval of Presbytery in September. Presbytery will be consulting
Parish Groupings and Kirk Sessions in the coming weeks and months.  
Whilst what shape the new Presbytery Mission Plan will take is unknown what we can
be sure of is that more change is coming our way. The main driver for this change is
that as a national church we have too many buildings and not enough ministers and
with a large number of ministers due to retire in the next 5-10 years our existing
Presbytery Plans are simply not sustainable. 
I want to offer a word of reassurance that in any discussions with local Parish Grouping
colleagues and with presbytery that the best interests of Cults, Bieldside and Milltimber
will be at the forefront. I remain committed to serving you all and you are my first
priority in all of this.
In the meantime the Aberdeen West Parish Grouping are continuing to find ways to
work together and we have an exciting outreach to Countesswells planned for Palm
Sunday. During Holy Week we will each take it in turns to host an evening service.
More information will be in our Easter Magazine which will be out at the end of March. 
Other news is that I have had my application for two weeks study leave approved by
the Church of Scotland. In September I will be taking two weeks off to take part in a
rather exciting project. I auditioned to take part in an all female recording of the New
Testament and so will be spending some of my time in Bath recording one of the
books of the New Testament. The remainder of my Study Leave will be spent studying
the text I will be recording.  Study Leave is accumulated by ministers and is in addition
to annual leave. I last took study leave in 2016 and I am delighted to be using my time
to represent the Church of Scotland and the North East, in particular, on this exciting
project. A UK based all female audio Bible has never been done before.
I send you every blessing and my thanks for being such a wonderful community to
serve.
With much love,
your minister and friend
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A gentle reminder that at the moment we are
unable to have the weekly offering uplifted during
the service. The offering plate and other plates are
at each of the entrances. Freewill offering envelopes
or any cash offerings can be placed in these as you
enter the church. We understand that many more
people have opted to give by standing order and we
are grateful for this. 

We gather for worship both in person and by
livestream on a Sunday Morning at 10.30am. Covid

guidelines mean that we have to keep our doors
open to provide ventilation.  We will do our best to
ensure the church is as warm as possible but you
may want to come prepared with warm jackets!

To join us online click on the image below.

Shuna 

W E E K L Y  O F F E R I N G

Do you receive our newsletter but are not on our church roll? 
If the answer if yes, have you considered becoming a member? 
I would love to have a chat with you about what this means. 
If you are interested in exploring membership, please let me know.

Church Membership

https://www.youtube.com/c/cultsparishchurch


N O T I C E S

EMERGENCY HELP
If you know of anyone who needs emergency help with food or financial difficulties, please let Shuna know. Help is at hand and if

outwith our skills or resources we can point them in the right direction for support. Confidentiality assured.

email revshuna@btinternet.com

tel 01224 861692

LABYRINTH/QUIET MORNING GUILD

After our winter break and the partial lifting of Covid
restrictions we are pleased to tell you of the return to regular
meetings starting in March. We meet in Lochnagar at 2pm
on the first and third Tuesday of the month.
1st March - 'Pancake Surprise' 
15th March - 'Kazunzu  - A Village of Hope'. Our speaker
Malcolm Webb, vice chairman of the Vine Trust will give a
presentation on the work of the Trust in Tanzania, in
particular Kazunzu, Village of Hope which is one of the
current Guild projects.
Malcolm lives with his family in Aberdeen and has many
connections to Cults having been married in Cults Kirk. His
late mother-in-law, Alison Angus was a former Guild
president and elder of the church.
This should be a most interesting talk and we would like to
extend an invitation to any member of the congregation to
join us at that meeting.

Join us each Tuesday morning, starting 1st March, at 10am
for a gentle stroll as we consider some words from Mark's
Gospel, pause to think, and be a little playful. We will gather
at the Kirk Centre, meander down to the old railway line
before making our way back to the Kirk Centre for a cuppa
and a blether. The route will be accessible for those using a
mobility scooter. 
If you are not able to join us on a Tuesday morning then
you can do the 'Wonder Walks' at anytime and over any
route. Guidance and all you need to know will be available
from the Kirk Centre front desk or at Church on Sunday
mornings. There is a different 'walk' for each week of Lent.

050 GROUP

The 050 Group have some great speakers coming up, details
below. The group meet on a Wednesday afternoon at 1.30pm
in Lochnagar at the Kirk Centre.

2nd     Andy Hall  Decisive Moments - The Art of Photography
9th      Kenny Mackintosh - Holocaust Victims
16th    Heather King - Aberdeen Stitch & Textile Group                 
23rd    Dr Karen Foster - Bhutan
30th    Jen Hickling - Bonnymuir Community Garden

POETRY GROUP

Our Poetry Group makes a welcome return for the first few
weeks of Lent. The group will meet on Thursday mornings
at 10am for a cuppa upstairs in the Kirk Centre followed by
an hour of poetry and discussion in Scolty from 10.30am. If
interested in joining in, then come along on the 17th of
March. 
For more information please contact Margaret Robertson on
01224 733567 or mhrobertson45@btinternet.com

EVENTS FOR LENT OTHER INFORMATION

Following the cancellation of 
 their Christmas Concert, the
Aberdeen Concert Band will be
performing in the Sanctuary on
the evening of Wednesday
30th of March. More details to
follow.


