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PARISH REGISTER
NEW MEMBERS
Aileen Brown
William Brown
Joan Girdwood
Janet Smith
Douglas & Sheila Gourlay

Jesus said, ‘I will be with you always, to the
end of time’ - Matthew 28:20
It has been some time since our last
magazine and as a result we have a number
of deaths to note. Our prayers remain with
each and every family who has experienced
the death of a loved one.

WEDDINGS
Steven & Siobhan Duthie
Melissa and Michael Forrest
BAPTISMS

Francis Shepherd
George D Robb
Ian Sutherland
Joan Blackburn
Hazel Witte
Olive Kemp
Olive Michie
Colin Caldow
Ian Condie
Doris Craig
Janette Kennedy
Helen Smith
Celia Young
Margaret Geddes
Jimmy Reid
Margaret Robb
Bill Stephen
Freda Mitchell
Lorraine Robertson
Margaret Alexander
Mary Philip
Duncan Skinner
Lyall Anderson
Arthur Berg
Ian Kernohan
Davie Henderson
Jocelyn Reid
Ian Thomson
Sheila Maitland

Harrison Craig
George Merson
Zoe Debra Kenzie Lindbeck
JUNIOR CHURCH & FRIDAY CAFÉ
HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS
JAM finishes on 19th December for Christmas and restarts
on 9th January.
Friday Café finishes on 17th December and restarts on 7th
January.
All young people are welcome to take part in the Nativity
which is to be pre-recorded this year on the 4th December.
Please contact Carol on 07960 158 135
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SUNDAY FLOWERS
Would you notice if there were no flowers on the Communion table on a Sunday morning? Do you enjoy the flowers? Do
the flowers contribute to your pleasure of being at worship? I hope you do enjoy them. Cults Parish Church is a lovely
building in which to worship, and the flowers mean a lot to people who consider that the flowers contribute to the service.
They represent part of God’s creation. They also bring enormous pleasure to the folks whom Shuna chooses to receive
them afterwards. The joy and pleasure on the faces of those who receive the flowers is wonderful to behold and leads to
funny, sad, witty and sometimes insightful conversations. I hope we continue to see flowers with us on a Sunday morning.
Please contact Maureen Taylor tel 01224 861377 if you would like to join the flower rota or make a contribution to the
provision of flowers in the church.
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Message from our minister,
Rev Shuna Dicks………..

Dear Friends,
Welcome to our first magazine in a while. I hope the regular newsletter has been helpful. We thought with
Christmas approaching a more traditional magazine would be a good way of sharing what will be happening in
the next few weeks as well as catching up on things the newsletter does not have space for.
Advent and Christmas are a very special time of year. In Advent we look forward to celebrating the coming of
Jesus into the world as a tiny baby. Soon after Jesus birth the Holy Family seek refuge in Egypt as refugees. In
our city this Christmas families from Afghanistan find themselves in a strange city, themselves refugees. It is
with this in mind that at our extra services over Christmas we will be asking you to consider donating to our
retiral offerings. Money raised will go to help support these families.
Like many, I did not imagine this time last year that we would still be living with the mitigations placed upon us
to restrict the spread of Covid-19. It has been heartening to see many of you return to worship over the last
few months. Seating in the church has remained limited but we are planning now for the remainder of our
chairs to be back in place at the beginning of December. There have been occasions recently when we have
almost filled all the seats in the Sanctuary, and we don’t want to be in the position of having to turn people
away. If you have still to make a return to what we term ‘in-person’ worship, perhaps Advent will be a good
time to give it a try. We do, however, understand that not everyone will feel comfortable doing so quite yet.
We hope the livestreaming and resultant recordings are of some help.
With fewer restrictions in place than last year, people will be making plans for a more relaxed Christmas. May I
take the opportunity to wish you all the blessings of the season.
Your friend and minister
Shuna
Christmas Day Lunch
Hub Café 12noon to 2pm
Would you like some company on Christmas Day?
We are planning a Christmas Day lunch
at the Hub Café.
If you’d like to join us, contact June Gilchrist
on 01224 867353 or 0777 645 8191

All types, costs and sizes of projects undertaken
All commissions treated with friendly competency
All you have to do is call

01224 313080
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1b Ruthrie Terrace
Aberdeen AB10 7JY

TRAIDCRAFT
COP26 and Fair-trade farmers
Whichever fair trade commodity you buy will be part of a long supply chain, many aspects of which contribute to
climate change.
During COP26 I listened online to 3 farmers from developing countries who all want to be part of the solution to global
warming despite being at the end of a supply chain. There was a cocoa farmer from Cote d’Ivoire, a sugar farmer from
India and another sugar farmer from Paraguay.
All three from different continents had the same story regarding the effect that climate change has on their ability to
grow crops. First of all, the rains don’t come and the heat is intense, then when the rain does come it comes with such
ferocity that it destroys everything in its path.
They know that they are not producing greenhouse gases to anything like the same extent as the global North, but
they are suffering far more from it. Those with the lowest carbon footprint are often the hardest hit by climate
change. Farming has become so difficult that young people don’t want to be involved. The average age of sugar and
cocoa farmers is over 50.
Where farmers are ‘fair trade’, the premium they receive helps to tackle some of the problems. They can spend the
premium on climate change mitigation projects such as planting shade trees, developing irrigation systems, crop
diversification, and clean energy.
Hopefully, after selling stock in the lead up to Christmas, I will be able to make a substantial donation to Traidcraft
Exchange who fight against the injustices in world trade. So remember, every time you buy a fair-trade product a small
amount of money goes directly to the community who have produced it and they decide how best to spend it.
Ann Robertson

GREEN THOUGHTS
I’ve been following COP26 with interest, as you can imagine. Now that the Glasgow Climate Pact has been agreed,
was it worth the wait?
The agreed goal is to keep the average increase in global temperatures to 1.5 degrees C per year within reach. So,
countries must speed up the phasing out of coal; reduce deforestation; speed up the change to electric vehicles; and
encourage investment in renewables.
Even if we keep to these targets, the climate is already warming. Devastating effects are already being felt, often
amongst the poorest nations, while we try to reduce our carbon emissions.
As individuals, what should we do? We need to reduce our dependency on fossil fuels - e.g., by driving electric
vehicles if we can; and learn to live with lower house temperatures by wearing more layers of clothes. Protect or
restore natural habitats and ecosystems by supporting those organisations, politicians and councillors who promise to
take such actions. We can also support organisations that help those who are already affected by climate change and
can no longer support themselves in the ways they used to, both in this country and abroad.
The developed countries must keep the promises they made at COP26 to mobilise at least $100 billion in climate
finance. We may need to remind our politicians to act on these promises.
If we can do all these things, we have a future. I know that for the sake of my grandchildren, I will have to do my best
to support the aims agreed to. It may not be easy, but I can at least try.
Morag Green

Brian Smith Funeral Services Ltd
Private Family Business Since 1992
24-hour Telephone Service
Directors: Brian, Angela, Shauni, & Sam Smith
Funeral Home
317 N Deeside Road, Peterculter (01224 732530)
4

WELCOME TO ANGIE
Hi there,
My name is Angie Mutch, and I am a second year Deacon-in-training
for the Church of Scotland. I will be with you at Cults Church for the
next eight months, with Shuna kindly acting as my Mentor.
I live in Stonehaven, although I am originally from Aberdeen, and
am a bit of an older candidate, being 54 years old.
You may be wondering what a Deacon is. Well, a Deacon is
someone who has the ministry of Word and Service, meaning that
as well as preaching and teaching; sharing God’s Word, I am
involved in the pastoral side of ministry, such as working with young
children, people with dementia, and all in-between. It really is
serving in the caring side of ministry.
My home church is at Stockethill, where I have been a member for some eighteen years. My background is
in nursing and social work, and I worked for a number of years as a Parish Nurse for Stockethill Church.
As well as attending Cults Church, I am studying at the University of Aberdeen for a bachelor’s degree in
divinity. Some say I must like studying, since this will be my fourth degree, having studied at degree level
for nursing and social work.
For relaxation I enjoy listening to music and reading, as well as seeing friends. One thing that may surprise
you, is that I don’t own a television, and haven’t done so for the last six years. Initially this was a bit
strange, but now, we’ve got so used to finding other ways to amuse ourselves that we don’t miss it.
I’m really excited about being at Cults, and I look forward to getting to know you better. I’m always up for
going for a drink, especially if it is hot chocolate, so feel free to ask if you would like to join me!
I look forward to meeting you all,
Angie x

CULTS O50 GROUP
The Group are delighted to be back in the Kirk Centre for their weekly Wednesday meetings. At their first meeting
back, they had a visit from an old friend, Jimmy Spankie and it coincided with the launch of his new book – “The Way it
Was.”
They are now meeting every week from 1-2pm with a speaker, followed by tea/coffee and biscuits.
New members (if you are over 50) will be made very welcome and guests are also welcome.
1st
8th
15th

December
December
December

DECEMBER 2021
‘Age is Just a Number’
‘Three Swedes and a Norwegian’
‘End of Year Entertainment & Raffle’

12th
19th
26th

January
January
January

JANUARY 2022
‘TBA’
‘Green Things’
‘Alice in Doricland’

Marcus Hartland-Mahon
Robert Farthing
Jim & Marisha

Rev Shuna Dicks
Morag Green
J. Derrick McClure
Libby Brand
01224 867717
Meg Forbes
01224 868843
Bridge and scrabble members meet every Tuesday from 10am to 12. Rummikub is enjoyed as well as bridge and
scrabble and new members are always welcome. Since lockdown, bridge has been enjoyed online from home and this
will continue.
Lizzie Thomas 01224 869413
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THE HUB CAFÉ IS OPEN TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY FROM 10AM to 2PM FOR
SNACKS, SCONES AND LIGHT LUNCHES (CLOSED 21st DEC to 6th JAN). TO VOLUNTEER, SPEAK
TO JUNE (07503 867682).

CULTS GUILD
As Advent approaches and we look forward to this very special time of year, the Guild are also
looking forward to meeting up for fellowship and fun at their Christmas Party.
It will be held on Tuesday 7th December at 3.30 pm (with food will be served at about 5pm) in
Lochnagar, Cults Kirk Centre.
Names and a contact telephone number are required in advance, so please reserve your place by
30th November. Contact Kristeen Murray (tel 01224 861771) or Mary Troup (tel 01224 732701).
Meetings, which will start at 2pm, will resume in March. Watch out for the dates in the Church newsletters and
intimations. The committee are planning a varied and interesting programme and are always happy to welcome
new members and friends.
CHURCH BADMINTON CLUB
The Badminton Club resumed play at the end of
August. It has been good to be playing again
despite the various Covid precautions that have to
be followed - we even sanitise the badminton
shuttle!
The Club meets on Monday evening from 7.15 to
9.30pm in the Main Hall on Quarry Road. If you
would like more information, contact John Troup
tel 01224 732701.
CHRISTIAN AID - 2021
To say that 2021 has been an unusual year, would not be to overstate the case! However, I feel delighted to be able to
report that despite the strange times through which we have lived, we have been very successful in our support for
Christian Aid. From Christian Aid Week in May, to market stalls in June and July, to the Open Gardens in July and
August, folks have been very generous in helping with our ongoing fundraising efforts. Oh, and especially not to forget
the Sponsored Walk which with the help of other churches raised an amazing £1,700.
We decided to embrace new technology and opened a Just Giving Account in March this year. Funds paid into the
account go straight to Christian Aid without the delay of sending cheques, banking etc.
The title of the account is: - justgiving.com/fundraisingOR542cultstoculter.
THE TOTAL RAISED THIS YEAR IS £5,170.
The need for the work which Christian Aid does has not diminished at all in recent years and is just now being stressed
by the presence of Christian Aid in Afghanistan where it has been working for over 20 years.
So, very many thanks to all who have donated, helped, supported and encouraged in any way whatsoever. With your
help, we will continue to work and promote Christian Aid.

MOT’s £20
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Congratulations Conor!
We are delighted to share
some wonderful news.
Conor Fegan, who is a
member at Cults Parish
Church, has been elected as
the new minister for Markinch
and Thornton Parish Church.
We wish Conor every blessing as he and his
partner prepare to move to Markinch and look
forward to his ordination and induction in due
course. Congratulations Conor - soon to be Rev Dr
Conor Fegan!

SHORT MAT BOWLING

Thursdays at 2pm
Main Hall, Quarry Road
All welcome
Contact: Doreen Gordon
01224 869491
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