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ROTAS BIBLE READERS FLOWERS     CRECHE 

Feb 2nd Dorothy McLellan Lorna Charles Joanne Boyd & Dawn Rae 

Feb 9th  Jan Johnson Olive Kemp June Gilchrist & Maureen Taylor 

Feb 16th   Pauline Varley Eleanore Olley Janette Dey & Fiona Dey 

Feb 23rd  Karen Fitzgerald Janette Irving Anne Mackenzie & Eleanore Olley 

PARISH REGISTER 

BAPTISMS 

Hugo Jameson 
29th December 2019 

DEATHS 

Linda Ewen 
12th November 2019 

Karen Taylor 
23rd November 2019 

Ian Stables 
4th December 2019 

Sena Christie 
10th December 2019 

Eileen Stevenson 
18th December 2019 

Ronald Galloway 
20th December 2019 

Ella Hutchison 
20th December 2019 

Sandy Mitchell 
21st December 2019 

Cath Johnston 
23rd December 2019 

Margaret Kilroe 
27th December 2019 * 

Eugenia Macdonald 
31st December 2019 * 

Helen Johnston 
1st January 2020 

      * Date of funeral  

The Care Group needs more people to visit the elderly and housebound in the 
Parish.  If you would like to know more about what we do, please talk to Maureen 
Hamilton - 01224 868166. 

If you’re feeling anxious, stressed or overwhelmed and would like a confidential place to 
talk, Anita Govan is a qualified counsellor with over 10 years of experience helping both 
adults and young people. She has appointments available on Monday evenings in Cults 
Kirk Centre and these sessions are free. 
If you are interested email anitagovan@aol.com or leave a message on 01224 730008, 
and she’ll get back to you. 

MUSIC TO REMEMBER 

 

The group regrets the sudden and 

unexpected death of Cath Johnston. 

She was one of our founding members 

and over the past seven years has been 

providing piano accompaniment for our 

singing. We shall certainly miss her 

quiet but good natured and 

enthusiastic contribution to our 

meetings. 

Our other accompanists have willingly 

filled the gaps in our immediate 

schedule but as always we seek to 

increase our pool of pianists and other 

musicians. 

For further information why not simply 

join us in Lochnagar some Tuesday 

morning and meet the team. 

Our dates for February are Tuesday 

11th and 25th at 10.15am. 

Lilian Brown 01224 742532 

Rosa Laing  01224 868156 

 

mailto:anitagovan@aol.com
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Dear Friends, 

The end of January marked for me the end of two years as your minister. It also marked the 10th anniversary 
of my ordination as a minister of word and sacrament. Not only does it seem like yesterday that we arrived 
in Cults, but it seems just a couple of years since I was ordained.   
  
Time is flying past, but surely that is a good sign and not just a sign of getting older. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed the last two years and look forward to many more serving you. I know I am not perfect and that 
sometimes I have got things wrong. In some people’s eyes I might have been focussing on all the wrong 
things, in others, just the right things. In a large parish, with a relatively large congregation, it is always going 
to be hard to please all of the people all of the time.   
  
I take comfort from knowing that Jesus in his gang of twelve did not have the perfect disciple. Each of them 
had something that he saw in them, but none of them was the complete package. And it is like that with us 
all. We are imperfect perfect people. Yes, you read that correctly. We are all imperfect perfect people. 
Perfect in God’s eyes despite our imperfections – whatever they are.   
  
I look forward to serving you all in the coming year and doing my best to become a better minister and a 
better imperfect perfect beloved child of God. Thank you for the support you give Neil and I and our family. 
Your love and kindness is much appreciated.  
  
Blessings for 2020 – let’s see what it brings!  
 

Shuna 

Message from our minister,  
Rev Shuna Dicks……….. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

We are hosting the world day of prayer this year on Friday 6th March at 7pm. The service has been written by the 
Christian women of Zimbabwe. All the other churches in our area will be participating in the service so please come 
along and support us. Light refreshments will be served.  

Further information from Ann Middleton 01224 867334 
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CULTS O50 GROUP 
FEBRUARY PROGRAMME 

 Lunch from 11.45     Notices & talk at 12.45 Tea and cakes 2pm 

5th  February “2020 Ministry” Rev Shuna Dicks 
12th  February “A. G. M.” 
19th  February “The Stroke Team” Mairianna Chrystal 
26th  February “Chair Exercises” Georgie Parker 

For more information Contact:  Libby Brand 01224 867717 
Margaret Wood (Speaker Convener) 01224 310685 

Bridge and scrabble continue to be popular on a Tuesday morning. Other games are available too, including mah-jong. 
Anyone wanting to join in would be made very welcome.  
Contact person for the Tuesday games morning is Lizzie Thomas 01224 869413 

Less often seen elements of the Church! 
There are a few parts of the Church which are 
seldom seen by members. One is the clock room, 
situated in the tower, just above the organ gallery, 
in which sits the tower clock which drives the 
hands of the clock face and the mechanism which 
provides the hourly strike of the bell.  In 1942 Mr. 
Edward H. Hay, a french master at Robert 
Gordon’s College, and his wife Bertha Hosch or 
Hay, (formally of Heidelberg, Germany) provided 
funds to ‘install a clock in the tower of the chiming 
variety, chiming every quarter of an hour’. At that 
time, because of the prevailing conditions, it was 
impossible to place an order and the monies were 
set aside for a later date. It wasn’t until 1952 that 
the matter of the clock was again raised.   

By then, with spiralling costs, the funds were insufficient to cover the cost of the original scheme and it was 
decided that the clock would only strike the hours on the memorial bell. At that time the Church’s ‘Quarterly 
Review’ recorded the wish that “Long may the clock mark the passage of time from the tower; long may it 
enhance the Church to which Mr. and Mrs. Hay were so warmly attached . . .’.   An inscribed panel in the 
vestibule records the details of this valuable gift to the Church. 

Tower clocks are rather substantial pieces of engineering which, in addition to the weight driven mechanism 
for powering the main shaft, the gearing for driving the escapement shaft, and the output shaft for the hands, 
also provides a frame to support the pendulum, the self-winding mechanism, the mechanical timer for the 
striking arrangement for the bell pull, and the frame for the escapement mechanism.   It is this which controls 
the timing of the release of power to the various elements of the clock – the hands of the face, the mechanism 
which controls the timing of the bell strike, and switches on/off the electric motor for rewinding the weight.  
The ringing of the bell is done by a traditional wire pull which runs from an electric-motor driven cam at the 
clock, to the bell hammer at the base of the steeple.  Altogether a most elegant piece of traditional equipment 
which has provided 68 years of reliable service. Currently it is maintained and adjusted by Willie Black who 
undertakes the long climb whenever required.      Donald Brown 
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ARISTA 

Exercise Classes for the Older Adult 
Increase Strength, Improve Balance, Build Confidence 

10:00 – 11:00 Healthy Heart (Aerobics, Standing Class) 
11:00 - 12:00 Strength and Balance (Seated Class) 

Thursdays at Cults Kirk Centre 

Contact: laura@Strength-and-Balance.co.uk 
Online exercises can be found: www.Strength-and-Balance.co.uk 

Weekly Community classes:- Mannofield Church on Wed 12:00pm and Cults Kirk Centre on Thurs 11:00am 

THE HUB CAFÉ IS OPEN TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY FOR SNACKS, SCONES 

AND LIGHT LUNCHES. TO VOLUNTEER, SPEAK TO JUNE OR TRACY (07503 867682). 

NEW BARISTA COFFEE MACHINE COMING SOON – WATCH THIS SPACE! 

A note to thank everyone who helped make our contribution to Christian Aid such a success last 
year. In total, we sent off over £15,000 in 2019. If you would like to see how the money was 
raised and how it is spent, you will find a copy of the accounts and a magazine on the Christian 
Aid notice board in church.  
Our next venture is Christian Aid Week starting the 10th May 2020 when we will be doing a door-
to-door collection so look out for the RED envelopes! 

 

GREEN THOUGHTS 

Here we are at the end of January, and already there are signs of spring all around us.  In Dunnottar Woods in 
Stonehaven, where I regularly walk my dog, the snowdrops are nearly in flower, the wild daffodil spikes are well up, and 
celandine and comfrey plants are growing rapidly.  There are even green leaves appearing on the elder bushes.  (I’m 
writing this on the 12th of January, by the way).  Usually, I’m delighted to see these sights, but this year it really feels far 
too early!  When I was wee, snowdrops didn’t appear until at least the beginning of February, and daffodils flowered in 
April in time for the annual school Daffodil Day fundraiser.  I also remember that in spring 1979, I had been in London 6 
months and saw the first daffodil blooming on St David’s day, the first of March.  I was amazed at how early it was, and 
realised just how far I was from home... But now, earlier flowering of plants is evidence that climate change is happening, 
and we can expect to see more changes as global warming takes effect. 

So, what can we do?  The usual mantra is “Re-use, Reduce, Recycle and Refuse (to buy anything you don’t really 
need).  It’s a useful one to keep in mind and covers most situations.  My personal gripe is people who are heavy-footed 
on the accelerator and use far more fuel to get to their destination just a few minutes sooner than if they went maybe 
10mph slower.  Re-using can involve real creativity, for instance turning an old wooden box into a useful bookshelf or 
adding fancy trimming to an old jacket to give it a new lease of life.   

Meanwhile, the Church Fairtrade Table now has environmentally friendly cleaning products too.  I’ve been trialling their 
all-surface spray cleaner and have found it very successful for all my general household cleaning.  It doesn’t have any 
particular fragrance, but definitely lifts the dirt from all the kitchen surfaces, and cleans windows too...  I really 

appreciate non-specialist products that can take on a variety of challenges!  Morag Green 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our stalls during the run up to Christmas 2019. We did so 
well that we were able to donate £300 to Traidcraft Exchange’s Christmas Appeal which will help 
disabled farmers and workers in Tanzania earn a decent living. 

Fairtrade Fortnight starts on the 24th of February and this year our Big Brew Coffee Morning will 
be held on the 22nd February from 10am to 12.00 in the Kirk Centre. Come and taste some 

fairtrade bakes, have a blether, a cup of fairtrade coffee and help us raise money  to support 
the charity’s life-changing work with marginalised farmers, artisans and workers in 
developing countries. 

mailto:laura@Strength-and-Balance.co.uk
http://www.strength-and-balance.co.uk/
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This year’s Christmas Tree Festival was different. It involved less trees 
and as a result fewer groups decorating them. It still meant a huge 
amount of work for the team that dug up the trees brought them into 
the church and furnished them with lights, only to have to do everything 
in reverse at the end. I want to begin with a huge thank you to that team. 
Thank you too to the numerous volunteers who made sure that the 
church was open and ready for visitors for each of the sessions; to Colin 
for setting up his train set (more of that later); to the ladies who 
enhanced the festival with their beautiful floral arrangements and the 
wonderful knitted nativity characters as well as decorating the big tree 
so magnificently; and last but by no means least the musicians who came 
to provide some lovely background music for our visitors.   
The focus this year was on local groups that work with children and 
young people. We had trees from playgroups, nurseries, Cub, Guides, 
Brownies, Rainbows, JAM, Messy Church, Friday Café and Milltimber 
Primary School. And what a fabulous job they did of illustrating the 
Nativity Story. A number of these groups came during the festival and 
the week after to see their tree and of course the others. We must have 
had well over 200 children. As well as seeing the trees most of them had 
time for me to read a story to them and to see Colin’s train set in action. 
The train set had the children enthralled. The Festival continues to catch 

the imagination of many, and it was a truly beautiful sight.  
Thanks again to everyone who contributed in any way to this year’s Christmas Tree Festival.      

              Shuna  

In February, the date and time of Guild meetings undergoes 
a temporary change with the afternoon meetings 
scheduled for the beginning and end of the month and the 
evening meetings taking place on two consecutive weeks in 
the middle. The Guild Fund Raiser will take place on 
Tuesday 18th February at 7.30pm in Bennachie when the 
Ukulele Group, “All at C”, will play for us and refreshments 
will be served. This promises to be an entertaining and fun 
evening. Tickets available from the Church Office and Guild 
Members priced £5. Please do come along and support 
your Guild and bring your friends.  Transport can be 
provided.  
Further information contact Evelyn Sangster 01224 868038 
 

  4th Feb Reflections of a Pathologist Prof. James Grieve 2pm  Scolty 

11th Feb 
“Fisherman’s Friends” - the story of a 
group of Cornish shanty singing fishermen 

FILM NIGHT 7.30pm  Scolty 

18th Feb “All at C” - Ukulele Group. FUND RAISER 7.30pm Bennachie 

25th Feb Countryside Ranger Service Ian Talboys 2pm Scolty 

 

Christmas Tree Festival 

2019 
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For more information about our work with children and young people, please contact Abbie 

abscass27@outlook.com or check out our youth Twitter and Instagram feeds @CPCYouthWork 

Children & Youth Page 

FRIDAY CAFÉ 

Open to all in 

S1-S4 after 

school on a 

Friday.  

3:30 to 5:30 @ 

Cults Kirk 

Centre. 

Snacks, drinks, 

and a place to 

hang out  

and relax after 

a busy week. 

 

Meet Petra (below left), JAM’s sponsored dog from Koycegiz Dog Shelter. We also provided a kennel 

for a dog called Fay (below right). We are going to tell you about the shelter soon! 

This month's Messy Church theme is St Valentine's Day! Come along to 

the Kirk centre on February 13 from 3:30-6pm for some fun, food and 

games. All welcome. 

Meanwhile, why not colour in St Valentine, and bring him along too! 
 

Abbie is planning on starting a Wellness Group, 

potentially on a Monday evening from 6:30pm - 

8:30pm. The intention is to offer a mixture of 

workshops from Feeling Strong, a youth mental 

health charity, as well as arts and crafts 

projects and much more. All S1-4 pupils 

welcome. If you might be interested in coming 

along or have any questions please don't hesitate 

to email her. 

Another recital will be held at the church in March, featuring 
performances from students at the University of Aberdeen 
and pupils from Cults Academy.  
If anyone would like to take part please email Abbie. 
 

mailto:abscass27@outlook.com
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CULTS PARISH CHURCH 

PRESENTS 

CINEMA NIGHTS 

IN THE COMFORT OF OUR KIRK CENTRE 

OUR NEXT FILMS IS:- 

A UNITED KINGDOM 
A ROMANTIC DRAMA BASED ON A TRUE STORY 

ON 15TH FEBRUARY 

AT 7PM 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

ENTRY BY DONATION  - ICE CREAM, POP CORN AND 
DRINKS INCLUDED 

Call or text 0750 212 6911  

Folk at the HUB 

Cults Kirk Centre, 7.30pm to 10pm 

Instrumentalists and singers gathering for 
informal playing of folk/traditional music 

Entry by donation £3+ suggested 

GOD OBSERVES LIVELY FOLLOWERS 

It is almost spring, when the flowers flourish, seeds 
are sown, the grass grows, and it’s time to get the 
lawnmower out again. Other activities, however, 
also re-activate themselves after their controlled 
hibernation. 
For some, it may be a walk ruined, but for many golf 
is the panacea for all ills. To assist the devotees, the 
mower is utilised to make the fairway playable, the 
tees as smooth as the top of a snooker table and the 
bunkers are positioned to cause as much trouble as 
possible, with the rough being ignored. 
A bit like life, where, after careful preparation, you 
take the rough with the smooth, enjoy the good 
bits, endure the bad bits, cope with the sad bits and 
be glad for the happy bits.  
At the end of the round, what will the score card 
reveal? Success, as the low scorer or the high 
achiever, failure by the bunker or bankruptcy, or par 
for the course with consistency and contentment. 
But the uncertain bit - Who accesses the card ? 

The Observer 

FANCY GETTING OUT INTO THE HILLS? 
CULTS KIRK WALKING GROUP had a very successful year of joint walks with Mannofield in 2019 and are looking forward 
to another great year of walking on the last Saturday of the month. In February a walk is being organised by 
evelynmassie@btinternet.com & lynne.soulsby@btinternet.com who will send out details to anyone interested. 

Walks in March, April, and May are organised by Mannofield and on these occasions a bus will be pick folks up in Cults. 
So if you fancy Mormond Hill – Strichen (6.5miles, 250m ascent, 3.25 hrs) on Saturday 28th March, why not contact Robin 
Bowden rbowden19@gmail.com for more information. 

 

13th 
 

March 

Bring Your Own Beverage! ALL ARE WELCOME, NAE EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
CONTACT SHUNA FOR MAIR DETAILS 

OR JIST COME ALONG 

THE DORIC DABBLERS 
MEET ONCE A FORTNIGHT TAE BLETHER 

AND DI A BIT O SCREIVIN 
Cults Kirk Centre, 7pm on 

12
th

 & 26th February 

11
th

 & 25th March 

mailto:evelynmassie@btinternet.com
mailto:lynne.soulsby@btinternet.com
mailto:rbowden19@gmail.com

