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ROTAS BIBLE READERS FLOWERS CRECHE 

Nov 3rd  Guild Reader Anne Mackenzie Eleanore Olley & Maureen Taylor 

Nov 10th Evelyn Massie Lilian Brown Joanne Boyd & Kathleen MacPherson 

Nov 17th Dawn Rae Ann Middleton & Christine Douglas June Gilchrist & Dawn Rae 

Nov 24th Isobel Archibald Stella Anderson Anne Mackenzie &  Kathleen MacPherson 

One more step along the way I go . . . . . 

This month, the first step was to a talk on motor neuron disease which is incurable for the 400 people in Scotland currently 
living with the disease. However, with the extensive database of information available along with current research, there 
may be hope for the future. 

The second step was to the almost unknown Cruickshank Botanic Gardens near St Machar’s Cathedral, a charitable gift to 
the university in 1898 from a Miss Cruickshank in memory of her brother and father. Open free to the public, it is a 
delightful visit. 

The third step was up past Story Book Glen whose founder, William Anderson, gifted the four windows at the rear of the 
church in memory of his wife. At the top of the hill is the unique church of Maryculter which combines both ancient and 
modern with thought and imagination. The adjacent graveyard with its tranquillity and peace is the resting place for some 
of our congregation.  

So instead of one step, three steps to heaven; one of hope, one of charity, and one of faith.    

            The Observer 

 

Two panes, “Autumn” and “Winter” of the window referred to in the piece below feature on the front cover of our 

magazine – the author who writes under the pen name, “The Observer”, couldn’t possibly have known of our plan!  

 

PARISH REGISTER 

DEATHS 

Fiona Grant 
14th June 2019 

Sheila Ritchie 
20th August 2019 

Gladys Young 
7th September 2019 

Margaret Cramb 
15th September 2019 

Margaret Whichelow 
2nd October 2019 

Elspeth Ritchie 
3rd October 2019 

Neil Daun 
8th October 2019 

Our next recital at the church will be on November 3rd at 3pm. All welcome! There will be performances from students 
at the University of Aberdeen and Cults Academy with a focus on young, local composers. Entry will be by donation with 
proceeds going towards Dundee-based mental health charity “Feeling Strong”. Refreshments will be served afterwards! 
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Dear Friends,  

Autumn is well underway and so are many of the activities in and around the church. I am still in awe of the 
amount of different activities that happen in our buildings. We truly are a busy bunch and it’s great to see 
the community making such good use of our facilities too.  

Autumn brings shorter days and longer nights. Leaves gather in our gardens and cover the paths on our 
favourite walks. We can sometimes groan at the work of clearing the leaves, but I read in a harvest prayer a 
reminder that the leaves that fall become the fertiliser for new growth. I love that image. God in creation 
wastes nothing. A timely reminder to us along with the campaigning of young people like Greta Thunberg 
that we need to look after the world we live in. If we do that now then we will leave a much healthier world 
for those that come after us. The danger if we carry on using up the earth’s resources is that those who follow 
us will find it much more difficult to prevent the changes in our climate becoming catastrophic.  

The same is true for church life. The Presbytery of Aberdeen has published a draft plan that is radical. Some 
of its proposals will require us to be bold in the way we think about being church. Whilst some pruning is 
suggested, this is not to say that what has come before was wrong. Perhaps we can think of the past as the 
fertiliser for the future. Knowledge and skills learned can be put to good use in encouraging the new growth 
the plan aims to encourage.  

The months and years to come will be interesting and at times challenging, but the rewards could be great. 
For a fuller picture of what the plan proposes, please read the article in this magazine. There is also a link to 
the Presbytery website, where you can read the plan for the whole city.  

Whatever happens, I look forward to walking the leaf strewn path with you.  

Love and blessings 

Shuna 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Church Office -  404 North Deeside Road, Cults, AB15 9TD 
Tel 01224 869028 -  e-mail cultsparishchurch@btinternet.com 
Website  -  www.cultsparishchurch.co.uk 
Minister  -  Shuna Dicks, 1 Cairnlee Terrace, Bieldside AB15 9AE 
Tel 01224 861692 -  email  revshuna@btinternet.com 
Charity No  -  SCO17517 

Message from our minister,  
Rev Shuna Dicks……….. 

mailto:cultsparishchurch@btinternet.com
http://www.cultsparishchurch.co.uk/
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CULTS O50 GROUP 
NOVEMBER PROGRAMME 

Lunch from 11.45    Notices & talk at 12.45    Tea and cakes 2pm 

6th  November “Further adventures over the Pacific to NZ by yacht” Wendy Davidson 
13th  November “The 51st (Highland) Division and Saint-Valéry-en-Caux France 1940” Angus Hay 
20th  November “Men’s Sheds” Brian Davidson 
27th  November “History of the Beach Ballroom” John Johnston 

For more information Contact:  Libby Brand 01224 867717 
Margaret Wood (Speaker Convener) 01224 310685 

Bridge and scrabble continue to be popular on a Tuesday morning. Other games are available too, including mah-jong. 
Anyone wanting to join in would be made very welcome.  
Contact person for the Tuesday games morning is Lizzie Thomas 01224 869413 

As was noted in the Necessary Buildings Survey, Presbytery’s story is of congregations moving from the city centre 
westward as the population moved. We believe it would be advantageous for the future for this pattern to 
continue, with departure from the Craigiebuckler buildings and site with a move to Countesswells. Accepting the 
assessment of the buildings in the area, we suggest that community worship should continue in Kingswells, with 
a ministry team member settled there in the future, but in a community building in the new centre of the village 
rather than in the current building.  

We believe that the congregations in this locality have both the financial, but, more importantly, people resources 
to achieve such a transition to a new pattern of ministry for the future.” 

If you have any questions or comments about the plan, please contact Shuna or Graeme Robertson. We would 
stress again that this plan is still a draft and it will be into the new year before any final decisions are made. 

 

Presbytery Plan 

Aberdeen Presbytery have published their draft plan for the 
future. There is too much of it to print here, but you may wish 
to read the following snippet, which lays out the thoughts of 
the committee in relation to the plan for the West Aberdeen 
churches. I would encourage you to read the whole document 
to get a better idea of how this sits within the plan for the 
whole city. A copy of the plan can be found on the Presbytery 
website http://www.aberdeenpresbytery.org.uk . 

 “West Aberdeen is a large geographical area containing 
distinct communities with places of worship. The other 
notable feature is the presence, in its centre, of the 
burgeoning Countesswells development. This presents both 
challenge and a great opportunity.  

The Plan foresees a transition to a Team Ministry with five 
buildings – the current church and Kirk Centre in Cults, 
Mannofield Church and Halls, Peterculter Church and Centre, 
and a potential new build facility in Countesswells to serve the 
Craigiebuckler, Countesswells, and Kingswells areas going 
forward.  

http://www.aberdeenpresbytery.org.uk/
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THE HUB CAFÉ IS OPEN TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY FOR SNACKS, 

SCONES AND LIGHT LUNCHES.  

More volunteers are still needed. Speak to June or Tracy (07503 867682). It can be great 

fun and very rewarding.  

A “thank-you” to everyone who helped to make the Harvest celebration such a 
success for Christian Aid. We managed not to run out of soup, but it was a close call! 
We received lots of goods for Cyrenians and Instant Neighbour and some lovely fruit 
and vegetables which we auctioned over lunch. The concert in the afternoon, 
organised by Lynne Soulsby was a huge success, not least because they looked as if 
they were enjoying themselves. As someone said to me, the music sent a lot of folk 
out into the afternoon sunshine with a smile on their faces. The £200 successful bid 
for the pram and doll, donated by Florence Reid was the icing on the cake! In all we 
managed to raise almost £1,000 for Christian Aid - a tremendous result! 

GREEN THOUGHTS 

The days are getting cooler and shorter again, and Christmas 
is already beginning to loom on the horizon.  It’s so 
commercialised now, it seems to have lost nearly all its 
meaning in a mad rush to prove our love for family and friends 
by desperately spending as much as possible on presents.  I 
feel really awkward about it all, the mad attempts to prove 
how much we love someone by how much we spend on 
them... it’s a very long way from a stable in Bethlehem. 

My daughter is very anti-commercialism and makes most of 
her presents for family and friends.  She makes jams, chutneys 
and sweets, which she puts into home-made packaging, 
reusing food trays and jars, painted or decorated with ribbon. 
If she needs to wrap something, she uses old magazines or 
even newspaper, and ties them with wool.  She’s also very 
good at finding suitable presents in charity shops, which really 
spreads the benefits around.  And she’s happy to be given 
these sorts of present herself.   

If, like me, you find that Christmas is losing its relevance, 
maybe you can try suggesting something along these lines to 
like-minded family and friends.  Good luck with it! 

Morag Green 

 

TRAIDCRAFT CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
Sunday 17th November 
Main Hall after the service 

Gifts, cards, festive food and chocolate 

New for 2019 – Hampers containing 
your own carefully selected items 

GREEN GROUP 

Take a look at the video on our web page. It is a 

transcript of a sermon that the former Eco-

congregation chaplain, Trevor Jamieson, gave in our 

Church a few years ago. He linked environmentalism 

with our faith in a compelling way.  

You can get to the Green Group web page from the 

CPC home page. Choose "About Us"/"Core Groups", 

and then the Justice and Peace section. The video is 

the green box called "Environmentalism -- 10 

reasons" at the bottom of the page. You can click on 

it to play it. 

We would be pleased to have your feedback about 

this, or about anything else we do. 
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Strength and Balance presents Firm Footing 
A 6 week Balance Programme for the older adult 

Tues 29th Oct to 3rd Dec 2019 (inclusive)  £60 12:00-1:00pm The Hub, Cults 
Payment is made in full at the start of the programme to book you place. 

Book a 1-2-1 session with our experienced Strength and Balance Coach Laura 
Contact: laura@Strength-and-Balance.co.uk 

Our online exercises can be found: www.Strength-and-Balance.co.uk 
Weekly Community classes:- Mannofield Church on Wed 12:00pm and The Hub, Cults on Thurs 11:00am 

November will be a busy and interesting month for Cults Guild. On Sunday 3rd November, along with 
their General Secretary, Iain Whyte, as guest speaker they will lead morning worship. The Guild meet 
weekly, alternating between afternoon and evening. Meetings are held in the Kirk Centre (unless stated 
otherwise) and everyone will be made most welcome. They always finish with tea, cake and chat! 
Transport can be provided if required. More information from Evelyn Sangster 01224 868038. 

 

5th Nov  Where’s there’s a will there’s a biscuit tin Craig Pyke 2pm  Scolty  

Craig works for a prominent local law firm and is an “entertaining” speaker 

12thNov My Jute Journey Sandra Thomson 7.30pm  Sanctuary, Quarry Road 

Sandra tells her story of three decades in the Jute  world, from Dundee to India. This is our “Open” evening when we 
invite all our friends to join us to hear this fascinating journey.  An event not to be missed, do come along. 

19th Nov The Land of the Long White Cloud Sybil Semple 2pm  Scolty  

Sybil’s presentation will transport us to New Zealand for the afternoon.  

26th Nov Walking each other home Patricia Findlay 7.30pm Scolty 

Patricia is Chair of the Aberdeen Inter Faith Group and has worked extensively with people from other cultures including 
Syrian refugees. Come and hear her experiences of working with refugees and disadvantaged groups and of initiatives 
that are there to help 

 

BADMINTON CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

Mondays at 7.15pm 

Main Hall, Quarry Road 

All welcome 

Contact: John Troup 

 01224 732701 

COUNSELLING SERVICE 
If you’re feeling anxious, stressed or overwhelmed and 
would like a confidential place to talk, Anita Govan is a 
qualified counsellor with over 10 years of experience 
helping both adults and young people. She has 
appointments available on Monday evenings in Cults Kirk 
Centre and these sessions are free. 
If you are interested email anitagovan@aol.com or leave a 
message on 01224 730008, and she’ll get back to you. 

SHORT MAT 

BOWLING 

 

 

 

 

Thursdays at 7pm 

Main Hall, Quarry Road 

All welcome 

Contact: Doreen Gordon 

 01224 869491 

Andrew Fairhead has pink water lilies to 
spare – if you want one, contact 
andrew.fairhead@btinternet.com 

mailto:laura@Strength-and-Balance.co.uk
http://www.strength-and-balance.co.uk/
mailto:anitagovan@aol.com
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For more information about our work with children and young people, please contact Abbie 

abscass27@outlook.com or check out our youth Twitter and Instagram feeds @CPCYouthWork 

Children & Youth Page 

FRIDAY CAFÉ 

Open to all in S1-4 after school on a Friday 3:30 to 

5:30 @ Cults Kirk Centre. 

As well as snacks and a place to hang out and relax 

after a busy week, there are various activities on 

offer: -  

1st November – Halloween Party (3:10 to 6pm) 

8th November - Arts & Crafts 

29th November – Movie day (with free popcorn/juice) 
 

Stop Press! - Christmas Card 
Competition 

There was great excitement at the recent 
Worship & Faith Journey Core Group meeting. 
One of our tasks was to choose the winning 
design for the Christmas card we are going to use 
to promote our Christmas services. With three 
stunning entries we quickly decided to use all 
three for cards to sell as packs of cards. Thank 
you to Annie, Isla and Felicity for the fabulous 
designs. We are keeping the designs under wraps 
for now – but the one which we will use to 
promote the Christmas Services will feature on 
the cover of next month’s magazine! And we will 
be announcing the winner in church after the 
school holidays. Packs of cards will be available 
for sale very soon!  

 

THE FRIDAY CAFÉ HALLOWEEN PARTY IS ON THE 1ST 
NOVEMBER FROM 15:10- 18:00. 

JOIN US FOR A HALLOWEEN THEMED QUIZ, GAMES, 
FACE PAINTING, COSTUME COMPETITION, AND 

PUMPKIN CARVING - DON’T MISS OUT  
 

mailto:abscass27@outlook.com
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MUSIC TO REMEMBER 

 

Our fortnightly get-together provides an opportunity for 

recounting memories in music and song for those living with 

dementia, their carers, family, friends and anyone who enjoys 

informal singing. 

We meet fortnightly in the Kirk Centre on Tuesdays at 

10.15am. We sing for around 45 minutes and this is followed 

by refreshments of tea and coffee. 

Do join us if you can. Dates for November are the 5th & 19th. 

For further information, contact:- 

Lilian Brown 01224 742532 or Rosa Laing 01224 868156 

 

The editor wishes to thank everyone 

for their contributions to this 

edition of the magazine. 

 

8th November 

 13th December  

Bring Your Own Beverage! 

Call or text 0750 212 6911 for further information  

Folk at the HUB 

Cults Kirk Centre, 7.30pm to 10pm 

Instrumentalists and singers gathering together 
for informal playing of folk/traditional music 

Entry by donation £3+ suggested 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We’d love to hear from you. One of the highlights of the 

church year is the Christmas coffee morning, held this year 

on 7th December, 10:00 - 12noon. There are many ways to help, 

be it setting up, serving tables, working in the kitchen, 

clearing up, or helping on stalls. If in good voice why not join 

the “Singing Waiters”  - the main attraction! 

Please contact Rosa Laing (01224 868156), Maureen Taylor 

(01224 861377), or Ann Middleton(01224 867334) 


