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MUSIC TO REMEMBER

NEW MEMBERS
Ann Swallow
11th June 2020
(Kirk Session Res)
DEATHS
Brian Broomfield
18th February 2020
Irene McDonald
31st March 2020
Grace Russell
7th April 2020
Charlotte Willox
April 2020
Jonathan Aasen/Barrow
9th April 2020
Norna Cooper
17th April 2020
Ronald Davidson
19th April 2020
James (Hamish) Cramb
29th April 2020
Rosemary Condie
18th May 2020
Flo Hicks
19th May 2020
Grace Ferguson
23rd May 2020
Elma MacDonald
24th May 2020
Isobel Beattie
26th May 2020

Until we meet again, Shuna has
posted a playlist of some of the
most
popular
Music
to
Remember songs on YouTube.
Hokey Cokey, Tea for Two, My
Love is like a Red Red Rose,
Daisy Daisy, Marie’s Wedding,
Northern Lights, We’ll Meet
Again etc
If you want a song sheet,
contact revshuna@btinternet.com

CONOR FEGAN – AN UPDATE.
Many of you will
remember Conor who
joined the church by
Profession of Faith in
2018. No sooner had he
joined
than
he
disappeared …. except he
hadn’t.
Instead he was pursuing a call to ministry
whilst finishing his PhD studies. His
application to train for ministry was
successful and he immediately started his
training. He also recently successfully
defended his doctoral thesis.
Conor is currently on placement at Richmond
Craigmillar Church in Edinburgh and will
begin his final placement at Morningside,
Edinburgh in the Autumn.
I am sure you will join me in congratulating
him and wishing him well as he concludes his
training.

HOW DO YOU WATCH OUR SERVICE?
If you were watching on Sunday, you’ll have heard about the Walton family in Culter
who watch it over breakfast. Some of our members watch it while having a shower or
even in the bath! On the other hand, one member told me she dressed up for
communion (and that included manicured fingernails). For many a cup of coffee is
essential.
You can watch on a smart phone, an iPad, or a PC, but the viewing experience is
probably best if you can watch on your TV. If you have a smart TV and an internet
connection it should be easy. You select [APPS] on your handset and look for the
YouTube application. Alternatively, you can find the service on your smartphone and
cast it to the TV. Once you’ve got it working the first time, it should be easier
thereafter. If your TV isn’t quite so smart, but has the right connections, a Fire TV stick
may be the answer. If you use such a device successfully, please let us know so that we
can share this information.

FLOWER MINISTRY
While currently we are not worshipping in church, our flower ministry continues and has been appreciated by many
of our members.

CHURCH GARDENS
Since the start of the lockdown, the Church grounds and Kirk Centre area have been maintained and in mid-June all the
planters and garden areas have been planted with summer bedding and begonias.
It is hoped that people will be encouraged to take a seat in either place and enjoy the colour around both the Church and
Kirk Centre. The position of the seats does allow social distancing!
At the end of September, it is planned to have a sale of primulas and white primroses with the money raised allowing
the purchase of winter pansies and violas for all our planters.
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Message from our minister,
Rev Shuna Dicks………..

Dear Friends,
As the weeks go by, we begin to wonder if things will ever get back to normal - I have certainly been wondering
if they ever will. The phrase ‘new normal’ has entered our vocabulary. What is this ‘new normal’?
Much of church life has been put on hold, however, we are finding new ways of communicating with each other
and many of us are now dab hands at using Zoom. Four months ago, I had never even heard of Zoom, but I have
now attended so many Zoom meetings, I have lost count. Is this the way we really want to do things going
forward? I suspect there are some meetings we could continue to have on Zoom, but I really miss the face to
face contact.
I also miss us being together on a Sunday morning. Nevertheless, I want to take a moment to explain why we are
not yet at the stage of contemplating gathered worship. When the First Minister announced that churches could
open for private prayer and funerals, this was not something we could implement immediately. The Scottish
Government has set out guidelines for churches to follow and these have been looked at by the Church of
Scotland and a working group has written guidelines that we are expected to follow. These are quite stringent,
and we need to be sure we can implement them before opening, should we decide to do so.
Worship on a Sunday is currently not allowed by the government but is likely to get the go-ahead in either stage
3 or 4 of their road map. I should emphasise at this point, that even when they do announce that we can gather
for worship, it will come with many restrictions, the biggest being the number of people we will be allowed to
have in the sanctuary at any one time as a result of physical distancing. We have calculated that following the
guidelines we would only be able to accommodate a fraction of our usual Sunday morning congregation. Other
guidelines include not being allowed to sing hymns, and no after church teas and coffees. Face coverings may
be obligatory, and a thorough cleaning regime must be put in place on each occasion the sanctuary is used. This
is not what I think church is - far from it! Church is its people, and the gathering of its people on a Sunday morning
together is an important part of that. What the guidelines allow for does not include what I suspect many of you
are missing, so I would ask you to be patient. The ministers of our West Aberdeen Cluster Group want to work
together on this and to find a common approach. We will continue to provide worship through our joint churches
YouTube channel and through the phone-in service. We will keep you up to date on progress through our
fortnightly newsletter, our website and Facebook page.
When Jesus’ disciples found themselves on the road, everything was new, but they kept the faith and trusted
that all would be well. I ask you to do the same. Our new normal will come. We will get back to worshipping
together, we will see our friends again and we will once again enjoy the church family fellowship I know so many
of you value.
In the meantime, I send you love and blessings.
Your minister
Shuna

All types, costs and sizes of projects undertaken
All commissions treated with friendly competency
All you have to do is call

01224 313080
3

1b Ruthrie Terrace
Aberdeen AB10 7JY

OPEN GARDENS
Have you been using lockdown time to work in your garden – has it never looked better? Certainly, the manse garden
has had a complete make-over and is well worth a visit.
Now that we can have two households visit another person’s garden at one time, we thought it would be good if we
could arrange an open garden scheme so that we could admire each other’s hard work. It would need to be by
appointment only, so that we could ensure we were within the regulations. The weekends we have in mind are the
18/19th, 25th/26th July and 1st/2nd, 8th/9th August.
We would love to hear from all you enthusiastic gardeners who would be willing to open your garden for one afternoon
1.30 to 4.30pm and have two households visit every half hour, but no more than eight people at a time including
yourself. We are not looking for National Trust level gardens – just a willingness to offer a warm welcome.
We can use the occasion to raise money for Christian Aid. Refreshments and sale of plants would be an optional extra.
If you would like to volunteer your garden, please choose a date, and let Irene Paterson know by email or phone.
(Email catherine.paterson22@btinternet.com Tel 01224 311650). Please let Irene know by 3rd July.
WHERE DO I FIND THE SUNDAY SERVICE?
The easiest way to get to the service is to go to our website or Facebook page and click on the link. We try to update
these links on Saturday evening ready for Sunday morning.
An alternative is to search in a web browser for the “Aberdeen West Churches YouTube channel”. The icon identifying
the service will hopefully be there on the Home page.
We have two YouTube channels – one for “Cults Parish Church” and one for “Aberdeen West Churches”. Our services
are hosted on the “Aberdeen West Churches” channel so that is what you should type into the YouTube search bar.
We try to ensure the most important thing appear on the Home page, but there are various other tabs such as [videos],
[playlists], and [channels]. All of our recorded services should be on the [videos] page.
WHAT IS A PLAYLIST?
[Playlists] are where videos or groups of videos from other YouTube channels are stored, so for example “Songs of
Praise”, and “Music to Remember” as well as some of the Aberdeen West Churches videos will be stored as Playlists on
the cultsparishchurch YouTube channel.
`

The Worship & Faith Journey Group are planning a Quiet
Morning retreat on the 17th of July from 10am-12noon.
The theme of the morning will be healing, and we will be
focussing on the story of the bleeding woman in the
Gospels (Matthew 9:20–22, Mark 5:25–34, Luke 8:43–
48). It is important we know how many people will be
joining us so we can prepare and send you more
information/readings/prayer guides etc. Please register
by emailing Shuna at revshuna@btinternet.com or by
phone on 01224 861692. We are using Zoom for the time
we are together and whilst it is best to be able to join in
via the internet you can join in by phone. We won’t be
spending all morning ‘together’ but rather starting and
finishing together and checking in at some point.
Most of the activities etc you can do on your own from the comfort of your home. The main thing is that you
set aside the time to focus on yourself and your wellbeing. Please don’t hesitate to contact Shuna if you have
any questions. We will be using the book ‘The Day I Met Jesus’ by Frank Viola and Mary Demuth available
from, amongst other book sellers, Amazon.

Directors: Brian, Angela, Shauni, & Sam Smith
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TRAIDCRAFT
As lockdown approached Graeme and I decided along with Shuna that we should empty the fairtrade cupboards at the
Church and the Kirk Centre and take the contents home. It looked like an opportunity to have a good clean and a tidy
out!
Once Shuna decided on a newsletter, and the rules became apparent, it became clear that we could offer a fairtrade
delivery or collection service. I wasn’t sure how successful it would be, but you have all been buying enthusiastically
though thankfully with more reserve than shoppers showed at the beginning of lockdown! To date, I have sold around
£1300 worth of goods. Some of you are regular customers, but others who might not have bought from us before are
ringing in with requests. Thank you for your continuing support. To meet demand more goods have been ordered from
both Traidcraft and Ethical Superstore. Unsold and “close to sell by date” items have been donated to Instant Neighbour.
We are worried about the economic effects of lockdown on our society, but it is always the poorest who suffer most.
I’ve just come in from moving some wood chips round the garden so I can go to the garden centre and buy more plants
and I’m growing vegetables for the first time; however, this isn’t life or death. It won’t matter if my garden isn’t
productive or if the plants don’t grow, but imagine if no matter how hard you worked, you couldn’t afford to put food
on the table. That’s how it is for many growers in the third world. They might have harvested their crops, but markets
are closed and there’s nowhere to sell unless they’re part of a fairtrade co-operative.
Spare a thought also for the garment makers of Bangladesh and other countries who are seeing their contracts for
clothes ordered before lockdown being cancelled by companies in this country who are not selling as much as usual.
You can learn more about this on the Traidcraft Exchange website and if you wish send a message to companies pressing
them to honour their contracts at https://action.traidcraft.org.uk/fast-fashion-crisis-take-action
Meanwhile I’m still intending to sell Traidcraft goods, so please contact me on 01224 867260 or email
ann.rob@btinternet.com if you want anything. A full list of all products with prices can be found on the church website.

New for this week - Bio-D fabric conditioner & Aloe Vera sanitizing handwash refills
(£2.00 for a refill compared to £3.75 for a new container)
Ann Robertson

CULTS O50 GROUP
We are still here!
During this challenging time the committee have tried to keep in touch with our members and this has been much
appreciated. We have sent out a monthly newsletter to reflect the stages of lockdown and always in the hope that we
will get back together in the foreseeable future. Hope springs eternal!
As well as the newsletter some of the offshoot groups have remained active with the Bridge and Scrabble group keeping
in touch with each other and the Local History Group being lucky enough to receive the Torry Heritage Group newsletter
from one of our regular speakers, John Dunn. This has made excellent reading and has kept our horizons just that little
bit wider.
As soon as we are able, we will be back in business, albeit perhaps in a slightly more distanced fashion than normal, so
watch this space!
In the meantime if you would like more information contact:
Libby Brand
01224 867717
Meg Forbes
01224 868843

Healthy Heart - an exercise class to lower blood pressure for a healthy heart
Strength and Balance – a seated exercise class suitable for adults wishing to improve balance skills
10.00 am Healthy Heart and 11.00 am Strength and Balance are continuing
the enjoyment online via Zoom every Thursday
ANYONE wishing to join the class please email laura@strength-and-balance.co.uk for details on how to join

Visit our website for more information: - https://strength-and-balance.co.uk/strength-and-balance-1-2-1/
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SONGS OF PRAISE
If you missed our Songs of Praise or were unable to access the playlist
then follow this link and you can enjoy an hour of great hymns! We
are planning another Songs of Praise for mid-July – please send
suggestions to Shuna (revshuna@btinternet.com/tel 01224 861692).
FOOD BANK DONATIONS
Thanks to a number of our members donations to Instant Neighbour
and Cyrenians have continued throughout the period of lockdown.
There are collection boxes in Scotmid (Bieldside), and Tesco and
Sainsbury’s (Cults). Donations are split between Instant Neighbour &
Cyrenians. There is also a box for Instant Neighbour at the manse.
Bill Falconer (07527 534 171) has indicated that he would be happy to
collect from anyone in the parish who is unable to donate using the
existing options.

CHRISTIAN AID
To say that this year has been different for Christian Aid would not be stretching the truth! Because of the Covid 19
emergency, all the Christian Aid events had to be cancelled. So, no door-to-door collection, no Coffee Morning, no
collection tins in the Hub. It felt weird, no other way to describe it, weird to e-mail all the collectors, supporters, and
volunteers with the news. The loss of income to Christian Aid is colossal as it is with many other charities. So, I would
like to thank all those who responded so well to the news and who made donations online! I know that many folk did
so but I have no way of letting you know how much was raised.
There is always a silver lining and that came for the Christian Aid committee in the fact that the 5 Ministers of the
Aberdeen West Churches Cluster Group made the service on the 10th May a Christian Aid service. So a huge “thankyou” to them all.
I gave a talk to the Care Group on the 12th March – made it before lockdown - and one of the matters highlighted was
climate change. That particular crisis is not going away and Christian Aid is one of the charities which is foremost in
continuing to challenge countries to make sure that Climate Change remains on their agenda.
We do hope to go ahead with our sponsored Walk on the 5th September. As usual from Keith’s Yard in Cults to Culter.
Walk, run, jog, cycle there and back or as far as you can manage! Do not know if the Heritage Centre in Culter will be
open but hope to have more news on that nearer the time. Look out for the posters and get ready to support Christian
Aid!
MANY THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL YOU CONTINUING SUPPORT OF CHRISTIAN AID
CULTS GUILD
Back in early March, the Guild, like all groups and meetings came to an abrupt halt. We missed the last
few meetings of our Session and our annual coffee morning which many members were preparing for.
At the time several of our committee made the decision to keep in touch by phone with our members,
especially those living on their own. This commitment continues and it is good to know how well
everyone is coping during this difficult time.
At a national level, all meetings planned for the summer have been cancelled. However, the Guild Office undertook to
produce a weekly newsletter by e-mail which I forward to those whose e-mail addresses I have. Judging by the
comments I receive, this is proving to be a positive way to stay connected. If you don’t receive this and would like a
copy, please let me know and I will gladly include you on my list.
Hopefully, it won’t be too long before we can all come together once again. You can be assured that we will be back to
continue the work the Guild has always done for the church at home and abroad.
Evelyn Sangster Tel. 01224 868038

MOT’s £20 (special promotion)
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Children & Youth Page

JAM have moved online and we have enjoyed our
Wednesday Get Togethers on Zoom. We’re now
taking a break for summer and will restart when
the schools go back in August.
Enjoy your summer holidays. Carol & Andrew

COMPETITION
Draw a picture about your summer holidays. You might
be going somewhere or staying at home but I am sure it
will be fun. If you are not sure what to draw, then colour in
this picture.
Email to Carol at carol.sink@btinternet.com or post to : 52 Millside Terrace, Peterculter AB14 0WD by 31st July.

FRIDAY CAFÉ
During lockdown we have obviously not been able
to have Friday Café. We are hoping that by the
time school resumes in the autumn we will have
a better idea as to when we can restart.
If you have any questions just email Carol.
carol.sink@btinternet.com
Messy Church will resume once we have a clearer idea of when that might be possible.
In the meantime, some Messy Church activities will appear on the church Facebook page.
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ON-LINE WORSHIP
When I wrote in the March newsletter that we were installing our video and livestreaming equipment, it never occurred
to me that less than one month later the church would be empty and a pre-recorded service would be being watched
by folk in the comfort of their own homes. We had intended live streaming our first service on Easter Sunday, but Covid
circumstances were such that having had a play with the equipment one Sunday, we were livestreaming the next. The
following week I was recording a shared service for the five churches in the Aberdeen West Churches group and the
rest as they say is history.
It has very definitely been a steep learning curve for all involved. There is a rota which determines who does which bit
of the service and following the ministers’ Zoom meeting on a Tuesday morning I get the hymns and can start searching
the recording archives, sorting out the words and preparing the PowerPoint slides. Much of the filming is being done
by the ministers themselves using mobile phones and tablets and they are really getting into it. I will generally meet up
(socially distanced of course) with Emily and Shuna separately later in the week to record the introductory and
concluding music and Shuna’s contribution (unless it is Mitchell Mouse which she looks after herself). As the week
progresses and with a nominal deadline of Friday lunchtime, the shared on-line storage space gradually fills up with the
various parts of the service.
The next task is to piece everything together, trimming and fixing the videos where necessary and adding illustrative
images, hymns, reading, Lord’s prayer, titles, credits etc. I’m currently using the “Da Vinci Resolve 16” video editor,
having changed from Openshot a few weeks ago. With sometimes over 50 components this can take quite a bit of time,
making sure that the transitions are correct and the words for the hymns are synchronised with the soundtrack.
When everything is ready, the software renders the data and produces the final video file. Once this is done, and it can
take around 40 minutes, the video is uploaded to YouTube ready for checking and scheduling. The uploading process
can take a couple of hours which can be a real pain if a mistake that just has to be corrected is picked up at the final
check.
When everything is finished a sound file is created so that the individual churches can produce CDs for anyone not
connected to the internet and an abridged version is uploaded to Twilio, the telephone service.
Given that we had no previous experience of doing this, I’m quite pleased with the way things have gone. It’s by no
means perfect but we’re not trying to compete with the BBC. Nevertheless, it will be nice to get back to Church and
use our new equipment the way we had intended, and I can start to share the responsibility. Of course, we couldn’t
have done any of it without our ministers Shuna, John, Keith, Kenneth and Laurene who make a great team and are all
good fun to work with.

VESTRY HOUR
Why not make yourself a cuppa and join us on a Wednesday
morning at 10.30am for a blether and a catch up. Vestry Hour
has no agenda – simply an opportunity to chat. We use Zoom
for this – which if you have access to a computer or iPad or
even a smart phone is easy to use. All you need to do is click on
the link and follow the instructions. If you would like a trial run,
please contact Shuna and she will send a link for you to try and
can be on the end of the phone if you run into difficulties.
Vestry Hour link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89880444020?pwd=UWZSbTJaO
DhOSW9PdS9HR05hdkwxUT09
You may be asked for a password in which case it is 009492
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