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ROTAS BIBLE READERS  FLOWERS  CRECHE 

Oct 6th Stella Anderson  Rena Cross  Kathleen MacPherson & June Gilchrist 

Oct 13th Mary Troup  Evelyn Sangster  Joanne Boyd & Dawn Rae 

Oct 20th Anne Mackenzie   Isobel Cook  Janette Dey & Eleanore Olley 

Oct 27th Peter Michie  Harry Tocher  Anne MacKenzie & Fiona Dey 

FACEBOOK 

268 people have now liked our Facebook page and we have 295 followers. A lot of the posts are about events 
coming up, however when we have posted pictures of events and given an update on how it went, these 
have been 'liked' by a lot of people.  Sharing photos of events may encourage more people to attend next 
time. 
Please send any photos you have of events within a couple of days (needs to be current and up to date) to 
Fiona Douglas faircrags@aol.com and she will post them on Facebook. 
If you haven't visited our page yet please do so, we are always happy to have more followers! 
 
 

The monthly evening services start again in October. The first Sunday of each month 
we meet in the early evening to reflect and pray. This autumn and winter our 
services will focus on some of Jesus ‘I am’ sayings.  
Each service starts at 6pm and lasts for 30-45 minutes.  

HARVEST 
This year we are holding our Harvest service on the 6th October and donations of produce etc are welcome. 
After the service, there will be a soup and sandwich lunch where the produce will be auctioned off for 
Christian Aid with tins etc going to Cyrenians/Instant Neighbour. In the afternoon there will be a concert by 
Albacappella, and this will be followed by a cream tea in the main hall. 
 

PARISH REGISTER 

WEDDINGS 

Andrew Douglas 
& Kirsty Lamb 
14th September 2019 
Cults Parish Church 

Liam Stokoe 
& Andrea Harris 
21st September 2019 
Footdee Mission Hall 

Matt Hogan 
& Anna Guthrie 
28th September 2019 
Cults Parish Church 

DEATHS 

Elizabeth Barrie 
5th September 2019 

Charles McPherson 
10th September 2019 

mailto:faircrags@aol.com
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Dear Friends,  

We have turned the corner and are now heading for dark nights and shorter days. Autumn is here and the 
‘warm’ days of summer are becoming a memory. I do hope everyone had a good summer. I certainly had a 
busy and enjoyable one. Post-holiday, I am looking forward to getting back into some kind of routine.  

Each church ‘year’ brings with it its own challenges and this year will be no different. Aberdeen Presbytery 
will very soon be publishing its draft Presbytery Plan. This is anticipated to be radical, and we will not be 
unaffected by it. Not being on the committee drawing up the plans means I have no real idea what it will 
contain, but we need to be ready to respond. I hope that we will be ready to rise to whatever challenges it 
brings. The suggestion is that there will be an expectation of congregations being willing to work more closely 
with others and that church groupings will become the norm rather than the exception. I am excited about 
this.  

Since moving to Cults, I have enjoyed working with my colleagues in our cluster group. We each bring different 
ideas and skills and so it will be good to continue to deepen our working relationships. The cluster group 
events have also brought our congregations closer together and allowed us to get to know our neighbours. 
No longer them and us, and this will stand us in good stead for the times ahead. I cannot promise there will 
not be radical changes, but I hope I can assure you that the Presbytery Plan is focussed on building up the 
church and strengthening itself here in Aberdeen, and this can only be a good thing. Once we know more we 
will, of course, share that with you as soon as we are able.  

In the meantime, I wish everyone God’s peace and blessing.  

Shuna 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Church Office -  404 North Deeside Road, Cults, AB15 9TD 
Tel 01224 869028 -  e-mail cultsparishchurch@btinternet.com 
Website  -  www.cultsparishchurch.co.uk 
Minister  -  Shuna Dicks, 1 Cairnlee Terrace, Bieldside AB15 9AE 
Tel 01224 861692 -  email  revshuna@btinternet.com 
Charity No  -  SCO17517 

We did our best to deliver the September magazine to every household in the parish. Many thanks to 

all who helped with this task. If you live in the parish and didn’t get a magazine or if you ended up 

getting more than one, please let us know so that we can fix our lists for next year. 

Message from our minister,  
Rev Shuna Dicks……….. 

mailto:cultsparishchurch@btinternet.com
http://www.cultsparishchurch.co.uk/
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You will appreciate that their goods carry the fairtrade mark; that familiar blue and green logo that resembles a yin and 

yang symbol but actually represents a person with their hand held high in the air. Yes - take a look, it really does! 

That mark is also celebrating its 25th birthday. Fairtrade International inspect producers to make sure that they maintain 

several well-defined criteria before allowing them to use the mark. Firstly, they must operate high standards of 

employment with no child labour and reasonable hours and rest periods. Secondly they must reduce pesticides to a 

minimum and not destroy virgin rain forest. In return buyers are found who will keep to a minimum payment for their 

goods whatever the world market price drops to. Also, they have long term trading relationships and agree to pay 

producers a premium. This premium is used by local communities to improve schools or health provision or roads. 

A few years ago, the major supermarkets became interested in fair trade and an increasing number of items for sale on 

the shelves of these stores carried the fairtrade mark. However recently many stores have introduced their own “fairly 

traded” labelling system and insist on telling communities how they are to spend any premium that is paid. The number 

of different labels that have appeared recently is confusing, but many customers accept that some form of labelling must 

be better than nothing. 

However, the Fairtrade Foundation along with the Rain Forest Alliance are the only third-party systems that guarantee 

that products have passed a rigorous set of standards. Many of you prefer to buy your fair-trade goods in the supermarket 

rather than in the church or at the Hub but please make sure that what you buy bears the now familiar blue and green 

mark of the Fairtrade Foundation. 

 

This year, Traidcraft, the company we buy most of our fair-trade 

goods from is celebrating its 40th birthday. Quite an achievement 

if you consider that last year the company thought it would have 

to stop trading altogether. They have, however, slimmed down 

the range of goods on offer and are now doing well. So, thanks 

to all of you that have continued to buy their products both at 

church and in the Hub. 

 

CULTS O50 GROUP 
OCTOBER PROGRAM 

Lunch from 11.45    Notices & talk at 12.45    Tea and cakes 2pm 

2nd  October “Recent Research plus Polish Immigrants” Prof. Zosia Miedzybrodzka 
9th   October “Dogs with Jobs”  Ells McHaffie 
16th October “Gone to Blazes”  John Ryan 
23rd October “The Colourful Life of Lorna Moon” Mike Gibb 
30th  October “Gemology”   Carmen Garcia-Carballido 

For more information Contact:  Libby Brand 01224 867717 
Margaret Wood (Speaker Convener) 01224 310685 

Bridge and scrabble continue to be popular on a Tuesday morning. Other games are available too, including mah-jong. 
Anyone wanting to join in would be made very welcome.  
Contact person for the Tuesday games morning is Lizzie Thomas 01224 869413 

CARE GROUP COFFEE MORNING 
Cults Kirk Centre 

Saturday 12th Oct., 10.00 – 12.00 
All welcome! 

CHRISTMAS CARD SALE & COFFEE MORNING 
Cults Kirk Centre 

Saturday 26th Oct., 10.00 – 12.00 
All welcome! 

TWO REASONS TO CELEBRATE!  
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THE HUB CAFÉ IS OPEN TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY FOR SNACKS, 

SCONES AND LIGHT LUNCHES.  

More volunteers are still needed. Speak to June or Tracy (07503 867682). It can be great 

fun and very rewarding.  

Christian Aid is a charity fighting global poverty. That is the main thrust of all the 
efforts in 37 different countries around the world. The phrase “We believe in life 
before death “ has long been the reason for our efforts. As climate change is a 
growing element in the fight against poverty, Christian Aid is involved in the 
efforts to mitigate the factors that contribute to global warming.  So, switch off 
the light when you really do not need it! 
This church, along with Culter Parish Church and St Devenick’s have long been 
supporters and fund raisers for Christian Aid and still continue to be. The 
sponsored Walk on the 7th September even had a few new walkers! Will let you 
know later when all the sponsor money is in how much was raised.  
Next month is harvest and as part of the Harvest Festival on 6th October there 
will be a soup and sandwich lunch after service, followed at 3pm by a concert. 
The concert has been organised by Lynne Soulsby who wished to do something 
to support Christian Aid. Albacappella and the Ukulele Ladies will perform and 
afterwards – as a reward for coming? – you are invited to a Cream Tea in the 
main hall. Hope to see you at either or both of these events and many thanks 
for all your support. 
On a final note, please remember that we still recycle mobile phones, ink 
cartridges and also DVDs. Collection boxes in the Church and the  Kirk centre.  
 

AN UPDATE ON OUR LOCAL CHRISTAIN AID ACTIVITIES!  
 

GREEN THOUGHTS 

There’s a lot in the news these days about climate change, and it all seems bad.  But there are still lots of ways we can 
improve our own energy efficiency, and hopefully help civilisation continue for some time yet.  If something’s worrying 
you, speak up!  If you think someone is wasting power, or water, or food, talk to them and explain why you feel 
upset.  Contact your MP (ok, maybe not right now, but when things get a bit more “normal”) -  let them know how 
important green issues are to all of us. 

If you can switch to a “green” energy supplier, do it.  Or if you can afford to get solar panels or other alternative energy 
sources fitted, do it now.  If that’s not possible, you can save energy (and money) by making your home as snug as 
possible by sealing draughts and increasing insulation.  Or wear more clothes as the weather gets cooler.   

Only buy as much food as you need.  Check the fridge before you go out.  Don’t buy food you don’t need.  If you can 
eat meat-free meals occasionally, that makes a big difference too - cows produce large amounts of methane as they 
digest their food, and it has a very harmful effect on global warming - about 21 times worse than carbon 
dioxide.  Ideally, use your “LOAF” when you’re shopping, and look for Local, Organic, Animal Friendly items wherever 
possible. 

Don’t leave appliances plugged in unless they’re in use or needing charged.  They use energy just by being plugged 
in.  Keep your car tyres at the right pressure, and have your car serviced regularly so that it doesn’t use more fuel than 
necessary. 

There!  If we all managed to do all that, we wouldn’t have a problem... maybe.  I’m a long way from perfect myself, 
but I keep trying because it’s the only way forward.  And I want my grandsons to have good lives too.     

CORRECTION – Apologies for 
inserting the September 2016 
story here last month! 

 

Morag Green 
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GUILD NEWS 

Every month of the year brings with it its own special attraction and October is no exception for 
the  Guild as we commence our varied programme of interesting and informative events. 
Our theme this session is,   “Companions on the Road” so come with us as we journey together 
over the next few months enjoying fellowship and fun and at the same time helping others along 
the way.  YOU  are very welcome at any or all of the meetings. 
 
 The Guild meet weekly, alternating between afternoon and evening. They always finish with tea, cake and chat! 

Meetings are held in the Kirk Centre (unless stated otherwise) 

1st  October  Companions on the Road  Rev Shuna Dicks 2pm  Scolty  

8th October  Mackie’s Ice Cream - Tasting  Bill Thain 7.30pm  Scolty 

15th October Easter Island  Dr Ruby Repper 2pm  Scolty  

22nd October Filling ‘Blythswood’ Shoe Boxes 7.30pm  Main Hall, Quarry Rd 

For more information contact Evelyn Sangster 01224 868038 

CULTS PARISH CHURCH GOLF OUTING 

On the 29th August 8 intrepid golfers made 
their way to Alford Golf course to compete 
in the Church Golf Competition and try to 
win the prestigious "Aspire" golf trophy. 

At the end of the day two players tied for 
first place namely Peter Michie and Bruce 
McKenzie but on a count back i.e. the 
number of points for the last six holes, the 
winner was Peter Michie by one point and 
he is now the proud holder of the "Aspire" 
trophy for one year.  

Regrettably due to the lack of numbers it 
was decided that this would be our last 
pilgrimage to Alford. It’s hard to believe 
that the Church Golf Outing has been going 
for all of 23 years. 

However not all is lost as Bruce has come 
up with an alternative plan and has in fact 
made tentative enquiries already. It 
certainly appears to have found favour and 
next year, all being well, we will hold our 
golf outing at the Deeside Golf Club 9-hole 
course with a meal in the clubhouse. A 
provisional date of 29th August 2020 has 
been pencilled in, so ladies and gentlemen 
get it in your diaries now. 

 

SHORT MAT BOWLING 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursdays at 7pm 

Main Hall, Quarry Road 

All welcome 

Contact: Doreen Gordon 

 01224 869491 

BADMINTON CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

Mondays at 7.15pm 

Main Hall, Quarry Road 

All welcome 

Contact: John Troup 

 01224 732701 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 

 
The time has arrived for this year’s Christmas Shoebox 

Appeal and we will be collecting the boxes in on Sunday 27th 

October.  You will find leaflets both at the Sanctuary and in 

the Kirk Centre.  If you feel you cannot fill a whole box, the 

Guild will be doing their shoebox filling on Tuesday 22nd 

October.  You can place any donations in the Christmas 

Boxes at both locations. Let’s make this another successful 

year in helping others less fortunate having some wonderful 

Christmas surprises. 

Any questions call Carol on 07960158135 
 

Strength and Balance presents Firm Footing 
A 6-week Balance Programme for the older adult 

Mon 2nd Sept to 7th Oct 2019 (inclusive)  £60 12:00-1:00pm Peterculter Church 
Tues 3rd Sept to 8th Oct 2019 (inclusive)  £60 12:00-1:00pm The Hub, Cults 

Payment is made in full at the start of the programme to book you place. 
Book a 1-2-1 session with our experienced Strength and Balance Coach Laura 

Contact: laura@Strength-and-Balance.co.uk 
Our online exercises can be found: www.Strength-and-Balance.co.uk 

Weekly Community classes: - Mannofield Church on Wed 12:00pm and The Hub, Cults on Thurs 11:00am 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi6moObpMnkAhUQqxoKHSfUBJ4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lyonsdownschool.co.uk%2F2016%2F11%2F28%2Fchristmas-shoebox-appeal-2016%2F&psig=AOvVaw3zdR2fjSsxSH9KzL_Ilu%20
mailto:laura@Strength-and-Balance.co.uk
http://www.strength-and-balance.co.uk/
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For more information about our work with children and young people, please contact Abbie 

abscass27@outlook.com or check out our youth Twitter and Instagram feeds @CPCYouthWork 

Abbie is looking for S5/6 and adult volunteers to help with Friday café. 

Children & Youth Page 

FRIDAY CAFÉ 

Open to all in S1-4 after school on a Friday 3:30 to 5:30 

@ Cults Kirk Centre. 

As well as snacks and a place to hang out and relax after 

a busy week, 

there are various activities on offer. 

Movie day (suggestions welcome), last Friday of every 

month with free popcorn and juice. 

mailto:abscass27@outlook.com
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MUSIC TO REMEMBER 

 

Our fortnightly get-together provides an opportunity for 

recounting memories in music and song for those suffering 

with dementia, their carers, family, friends and anyone who 

enjoys informal singing. 

We meet fortnightly in the church Centre on Tuesdays at 

10.15am. We sing for around 45 minutes and this is followed 

by refreshments of tea and coffee. 

Do join us if you can. Dates for October are the 8th & 22nd. 

For further information, contact:- 

Lilian Brown 01224 742532 or Rosa Laing 01224 868156 

 

Piano Lessons 

Emily Anderson 
ALCM(TD) ATCL 

Tel 01224 867530 

The editor wishes to thank everyone for their contributions to this edition of the magazine. 

Still not promising colour every time!  

 

Instrumentalists and singers gathering together 
for informal playing of folk/traditional music 

Entry by donation £3+ suggested 

Folk at the HUB 

Cults Kirk Centre, 7.30pm to 10pm 

            11th  October                         

       8th November 

  13th December  

   Bring Your Own Beverage! 

Call or text 0750 212 6911 for further information  

All are welcome, musicians, 
singers and listeners.   

Words and music are provided. 


